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[bookmark: _Toc36650828]Disclaimer
[bookmark: _Hlk36641007]MedTech Europe continues to monitor the unfolding COVID-19 situation and national responses to it. This is a non-comprehensive list of measures and reactions. The information here below is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publishing this table, but we do not accept any responsibility for any losses, direct or otherwise, accrued by relying on this information, as well as for any non-compliance with national regulations, including decrees or ordinances. Readers are encouraged to check with experts on each specific field to verify, analyze or clarify any information before taking any action.

[bookmark: _Toc36650829]International Institutions

	Institution
	

	United Nations
	· UN to create global coronavirus fund to assist developing countries

	WTO
	· Overview of COVID-related trade restrictions

	WHO
	· Country response tracker 
· WHO advises to postpone non-acute dental visits



[bookmark: _Toc36650830]European Union

	[bookmark: _Hlk36640874]Institution
	OFFICIAL EU COVID-19 WEBSITE WITH ALL INFO (INCLUDING EU MEASURES)

	European Commission
	· EU Commission President announces EU unemployment reinsurance scheme
· Commission’s guidance on export requirements for personal protective equipment
· Commission Recommendation (EU) 2020/403 of 13 March 2020 on conformity assessment and market surveillance procedures within the context of the COVID-19 threat*
· Guidelines for border measures to protect health and keep goods and essential services available
· Proposal for a Regulation on COVID-19 Response Investment Initiative
· COVID-19: Commission creates first ever rescEU stockpile of medical equipment – link to decision
· Temporary Framework for State Aid measures to support the economy during the COVID-19 outbreak  & extension
· European Commission makes standards for medical gear available
· Communication on the on the activation of the general escape clause of the Stability and Growth Pact
· Communication concerning foreign direct investment and the protection of Europe’s strategic assets
· Communication on guidelines facilitating Air Cargo Operations during COVID-19 outbreak
· List of Member State state aid measures approved by the EU
· Full package of legislative proposals Emergency Support Instrument for the Healthcare Sector
· Proposal for a Council Regulation on the establishment of a European instrument for temporary support to mitigate unemployment risks in an emergency (SURE) following the COVID-19 outbreak
· Draft Amending Budget No.2 to the General Budget 2020 - Providing emergency support to Member States and further reinforcement of the Union Civil Protection Mechanism/rescEU to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak
· Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 and Regulation (EU) No 1301/2013 as regards specific measures to provide exceptional flexibility for the use of the European Structural and Investments Funds in response to the COVID-19 outbreak
· Commission Decision on temporary relief from import duties and VAT exemption on certain medical equipment
· Commission and European Investment Fund (part of EIB Group) unlock €8 billion in finance for 100,000 small and medium-sized businesses - IP/20/569
· Commission Communication on a temporary framework for assessing antitrust issues related to business cooperation in response to COVID-19
· Commission communication on COVID-19 in vitro diagnostic tests and their performance
· Joint European Roadmap towards lifting COVID-19 containment measures
· Commission narrows down export authorisation requirements to protective masks only
· Commission launches data sharing platform for researchers 
· First RescEU masks delivered to Spain, Croatia and Italy
· Guidance document on short term health preparedness for COVID-19 outbreaks

	European Parliament
	· EP’s official News Page
· S&D proposes EU-wide action plan against COVID-19
· EP resolution on the Corona Response Investment Initiative

	Council of the European Union
	· COVID-19 - Council gives go-ahead to support from EU budget
· Statement on COVID-19 economic policy response
· Council adopts Corona Response Investment Initiative
· Latest Decision on continuation of decision-making in the Council and the European Council
· Decision on a temporary derogation from Rules of Procedure 
· Council adopts amended EU budget for 2020
· Council regulation activating the emergency support taking into account the COVID-19 outbreak 

	European Central Bank
	· European Central Bank announces €750B coronavirus stimulus
· ECB announces package of temporary collateral easing measures



[bookmark: _Hlk36640904]*Recommendation (EU) 2020/403:
· It recommends that Member States consider giving national derogations to needed medical devices
· It also recommends that Member States ‘enact’ the approach they had come up with 1 year ago for ‘Brexit’ non-compliances, i.e., if a device is not (yet) fully in compliance with the legislation, and if it does not pose ‘serious’ risks, they may authorize the circulation of the Union
· Finally, it ‘suggests’ that Member States consider purchasing of non-CE marked medical devices for the specific purpose of getting needed products to healthcare workers currently battling COVID-19

[bookmark: _Toc36650831][bookmark: _Hlk38887319]Austria
Member State actions in relations to medical technology
5 September: Directors can extend mask requirement at work – Wiener Zeitung
4 September: Uncertainty about adequate supply of flu vaccine - MedInLive
26 August: Masks compulsory in Upper Austria – Wiener Zeitung
25 August: Experts find that CE Mark for PCR tests are insufficient as seal of approval - MedInLive
4 August: New guidelines for contact persons include mandatory testing – Wiener Zeitung
23 July: Doctors advice cardiovascular patients to do medical checks before a second wave - MedInLive
23 July: Mask requirement also when visiting nursing homes and hospitals - MedInLive
22 July: Mask requirement in supermarkets in Austria – the Local
7 July: Mask requirement reintroduced in Upper Austria – Die Presse
29 June: Researchers push for nationwide antibody study - MedInLive
22 June: Vienna region processed the surgery backlog already – Wiener Zeitung
15 June: Mask requirement severely restricted from now on – MedInLive
10 June: Austrian antibody test ready in summer – MedInLive 
8 June: Testing of hospital staff resumed after criticism - MedInLive
29 May: Mask obligation reduced from the 15th of June – Wiener Zeitung
18 May: Medical association advises government to take precautions for second wave regarding PPE - Medinlive
15 May: A more comprehensive testing strategy gets green light from national council - MedinLive 

General Member State actions
Official Response and Actions (in DE and ENG)
Website with overview of testing protocols for travellers – Austria.org
10 August: New Commission on the traffic light plan starts working on recommendations - MedInLive
29 July: Austrian government approves traffic-light containment plan – Wiener Zeitung
8 July: Austria tightens border controls again – Die Presse
24 June: Government relaxes lockdown measures further – Wiener Zeitung
15 June: Government discussing new economic support package – Wiener Zeitung
12 June: Austria loosens more measures – Wiener Zeitung
10 June: Austria opens borders for 31 countries – MedInLive
3 June: Austria opens all borders except with Italy – Wiener Zeitung
18 May: More money for short-time work – Wiener Zeitung
12 May: Germany opens borders with Austria from June 15 – Wiener Zeitung
6 May: Austria extends border controls with Italy - ANSA

Industry Activities
26 May: Siemens Healthineers plans to enter the antibody test business - Medinlive
26 March: Austromed welcomes plan of postponing of MDR in light of SARS-CoV-2 - OTS 
AUSTROMED’s Official statement on COVID-19: “With regard to the current situation regarding COVID-19, AUSTROMED is available for the necessary measures and is in regular coordination with the official coordination offices”.

[bookmark: _Toc36650832]Belgium
Member State Actions related to medical technology
Overview of government recommendations on resumption of healthcare services (regularly updated)
7 September: Brussels testing centres open up to everyone – Brussels Times
31 August: Testing to be possible at Brussels Airport – Brussels Times
24 August: Belgium begins testing nursing home staff preventatively – Brussels Times 
21 August: Face masks mandatory in Brussels until at least mid-September – Brussels Times
12 August: Belgium to boost testing capacity for upcoming flu season – Brussels Times
12 August: Brussels ready to make masks mandatory in its region – Brussels Times
11 August: Brussels mayor urges setting up testing centres in airports, train stations – Brussels Times
5 August: Antwerp testing ‘village’ initiates work – Brussels Times
23 July: Belgium tightens restrictions and makes masks mandatory in more places – Brussels Times
14 July: Lack of testing and coordination needs to improve for second wave – Brussels Times
10 July: Belgium makes face masks mandatory in stores – Brussels Times
6 July: Blood donations at critical low in Belgium – Brussels Times
3 July: Belgium candidate to host RescEU – Brussels Times
2 July: Belgians want mandatory face masks in businesses – Brussels Times
30 June: First Flemish city makes masks mandatory in shops and supermarkets in anticipation of second wave – Brussels Times
22 June: First testing center outside hospitals in Belgium – Brussels Times
10 June: Belgium’s 15 million face masks do not meet safety standards – Brussels Times
7 June: Belgian government present financial injection for hospitals – Brussels Times
4 June: Every Belgian resident will receive mask by next week, according to PM – Brussels Times
3 June: Belgium not confident over company providing 15 million masks - Nieuwsblad
2 June: New strategy includes to test contacts of those infected twice – Brussels Times
19 May: Belgium’s face mask filter order will arrive late – Brussels Times
13 May: Belgium expects first million masks on Friday – Brussels Times
11 May: Belgium invests 20 million in vaccine testing centre – Brussels Times
7 May: Belgium orders 6 million extra face masks - Nieuwsblad
5 May: Brussels government orders 3 million face masks – Brussels Times
3 May: Supermarkets can sell face masks as of May 5th – Brussels Times
Federal government has created taskforce shortages with 5 working groups 
· WG 1: Test capacity, diagnostica & reagentia
· WG 2: Medicines
· WG 3: Personal protection equipment
· WG 4: Medical devices 
· WG 5: Distribution & Logistics
Ministerial Decree concerning the limitation of the distribution of critical medical devices, personal protective equipment and biocides has been published in the Belgian Official Gazette – Belgisch Staatsblad
The Federal Government has confirmed that a public procurement scheme has been awarded for the purchase of surgical masks and FFP2. A plan to distribute these masks between the different entities in the country is being developed by the Risk Management Group.

General Member States actions
Official COVID-19 Website 
Overview of Belgium testing protocols for travellers – Belgian Government
24 August: Brussels announces its 4 coronavirus priorities – Brussels Times
21 August: Belgian government announces light easing of measures – Brussels Times
5 August: Antwerp announces slight relaxation of measures – Brussels Times
29 July: Stricter measures Antwerp will serve as template for other regions in case of infections rises – Brussels Times
27 July: Belgium tightens restrictions further after new cases - POLITICO
23 July: Before arrival in Belgium everyone (also truck drivers) need to fill in the Passenger Locator Form - ATV
23 July: Antwerp region introduces new restrictions – Brussels Times
23 July: Belgium looking at new restrictions as cases rise – Brussels Times
22 July: No further lockdown lifting in early August - POLITICO
15 July: Temporary unemployment extended beyond September – Brussels Times
29 June: Belgian government decides to shorten quarantine for those exposed to Covid-19 – Brussels Times
24 June: Belgian government moves to phase 4 of the lockdown from 1 July – Brussels Times
22 June: Belgium’s National Security Council will discuss next phase on Wednesday – Brussels Times
18 June: Belgian lockdown-exit expert group working on a threat-level system – Brussels Times
17 June: Belgian health minister officially accused of passive attitude – Brussels Times
10 June: Exit strategists consider local level containment measures – Brussels Times
6 June: Belgium extends financial relief for SMEs – Brussels Times
4 June: Flemish umbrella organisation wants health competence at one level in Belgium – Brussels Times
3 June: Phase 3 starts from the 8th of June – Brussels Times
18 May: UCM employers’ association wants financial assistance for businesses continued over summer – Brussels Times
15 May: Belgium aims to open borders on the 15th of June – Brussels Times
13 May: Overview of the new measures starting on 18 May - Nieuwsblad
12 May: Belgium’s security council to discuss phase 2 on Wednesday – Brussels Times
8 May: COVID-19 testing study of staff in social institutions has started in Plovdiv - BNT
6 May: Belgian government announces new easing measures - Nieuwsblad
5 May: National Security Council to convene on Wednesday on next easing steps – Brussels Times

Industry Activities
4 May: Roche launches 99.8% reliable immunity test in Belgium - Nieuwsblad

[bookmark: _Toc36650833]Bulgaria
Member State Actions related to medical technology
Export of medical technologies (disposable overalls, filter masks, surgical masks, safety glasses, latex / nitrile gloves, medical Shoe Covers) is banned- The law.
A scandal with several companies was reported which bought out all medical supplies from warehouses in order to export them and sell it with up to 800% overprice.  The Minister of Health explained that MDD does not allow price regulation, unlike pharma products. 
Measures to cope with lack of medtech:
· Import from Turkey 
· Textile companies to produce those in emergency
· Use supplies from the army
Unused money from EU operational funds will be redirected to medtech procurement
Funds for military modernization will also be redirected to medtech
27 July: Government presents 128 million euro investment in healthcare sector aimed at new equipment - BNT

General Member States actions
Official website on coronavirus
Overview of testing protocols for incoming travellers – US Embassy in Bulgaria
26 August: Public health emergency extended until 30 September- BNT
24 August: Government will discuss extension of state of emergency - BNT
27 July: New investment package presented by the government - BNT
14 July: Those traveling from Bulgaria to Greece need negative test result - BNT
7 July: At 200 new patients daily, multiple measures will be restored - BNT
6 July: State of emergency extended to end of July - BNT
24 June: Government proposes to extend emergency situation until July 15 - BNT
22 June: Mask requirement returns as cases surge in Bulgaria – Wiener Zeitung
12 June: Government issues orders related to extension of emergency situation – BTA
9 June: Chief Health inspector proposes extending epidemic emergency after new cases - BTA
3 June: All restrictive measures to be lifted from the 15th of June - BNT
3 May: Bulgaria eases lockdown measures further - BNT
As of 17 March: 
· All flights from Italy, Spain, Iran & South Korea are banned
· Ski resorts & hotels within are closing at least till end of March 
As of 13 March:
· No tax or interest “vacations” for suffering businesses (unlike Italy & Greece)
· 60% of salaries of impacted business will be covered by government for 1 month
· 5.00 euro per month for medical staff serving COVID-19

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650834]Croatia
Member State Actions related to medical technology
1 September: Zagreb opens coronavirus-dedicated hospital - TCN
25 August: Interactive map of testing locations published - TCN
20 August: Hospitals prepare for Autumn and order 250 respirators - TCN
17 August: List with testing centres and prices made available by government - TCN
13 July: Croatia lowers prices for individual testing - TCN
11 July: Workers in high risk sectors required to wear face mask - TCN
11 July: Masks in stores mandatory, perhaps further restrictions soon - TCN
27 June: New PPE shipment arrives from China - TCN
25 May: Masks in Croatia to have a precise declaration with basic product information – Dubrovnik Times
14 May: Government puts a price cap on COVID-19 tests – E15
4 May: Healthcare restarted as part of exit strategy – Dubrovnik Times
27 April: More PPE arrives from China – Dubronvik Times
22 April: Another shipment of PPE arrives from China – Dubrovnik Times
20 April: 70 tons of protective equipment arrives in Croatia – Dubrovnik Times 
17 April: Mass testing strategy to be implemented in Croatia - TCN
12 April: China sends Croatia 60 tonnes of PPE – Dubrovnik Times

General Member States actions
All Measures taken by the Croatian Government
Overview of testing and quarantine protocols for travellers – US embassy Croatia
10 August: New measures to be introduced at hotspots - TCN
27 May: Croatia eases more measures – Dubrovnik Times
11 May: Third phase of exit strategy starts – Dubrovnik Times
27 April: First easing of measures starting today – Dubrovnik Times
23 April: Croatian government presents three phase plan to relax measures – Dubrovnik Times
19 April: Croatia examining which measures can be eased – Dubrovnik Times
17 April: National transport measures to be relaxed - TCN
2 April: Croatian government presents additional support measures (tax exemptions, increasing minimum wage) - TCN

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650835]Cyprus
Member State Actions related to medical technology
8 September: Cyprus starts sample testing of adults aged 18-40 - CNA
18 May: Sample tests remain in phase 2 of lockdown easing - CNA
13 May: More PPE to arrive from China - CNA
8 May: New decree sets cap price on masks while allowing easing of more measures – In Cyprus
6 May: Masks are running out in pharmacies - CNA
4 May: Hospital restrictions eased from May 4th - CNA

General Member States actions
State website on COVID-19 measures
Overview of testing protocols for travellers (B countries require negative PCR test) – Visit Cyprus
21 August: New measures announced by government - CNA
17 June: Cyprus government announces new 150 million economic support package – CNA
27 May: New stimulus package to be presented - CNA

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650836]Czechia
Member State Actions related to medical technology
9 September: Face masks to become compulsory in all inside spaces and buildings – Czech Radio
17 August: Facemasks again mandatory in indoor spaces and public transport – Czech Radio
14 July: Wearing facemasks in public transport might be mandatory in October – Czech Radio
1 July: Facemask requirement dropped in most parts of the country – Czech Radio
18 June: Indoor mask requirement to end on July 1st – Czech Radio 
11 May: Masks not mandatory anymore from 25 May, except for public transport – E15
8 May: Health Minister plans to waive mask obligation from mid-June – E15
3 May: Final PPE delivery from China arrives – Czech Radio
Government ban an on export of hand disinfectants. This does not concern manufacturers.
· …All persons, with the exception of manufacturers, are prohibited from the date of 6 March 2020 to export from the Czech Republic, except for a reasonable amount for personal use, all personal hand sanitizers - main group 1, product type 1.
A ban has been imposed on the sale of any protective devices class FFP3 to anyone – only to the Czech state units.
General Member States actions
COVID-19: where to find official information
Overview of testing protocols for travellers to Czech Republic – Czech Ministry of Interior
4 September: Prague makes masks mandatory in shops and schools – E15
24 August: AntiVirus support package extended until the end of October – E15
24 August: Government looking to extend support schemes for firms – Czech Radio
27 July: Government presents ‘street light system’ as predictable Covid-19 contingency plan – Ministry of Health
23 July: Government looking to reinstate restrictions – Czech Radio
9 July: Czech Parliament approves economic recovery package – Czech Radio
29 June: Measures intensified on regional level due to new Covid-19 cases – Czech Radio
5 June: Czechia reopens borders with Austria and Hungary – Czech Radio
25 May: New phase in exit strategy starts – E15
20 May: Czechia introduces new support package for companies – E15
19 May: Czechia to open majority of border crossings – Czech Radio
18 May: State of emergency ends but some restrictions remain – Czech Radio
13 May: Germany, Austria and Czechia want to reopen borders – Czech Radio
6 May: Government preparing temporary law for measures after state of emergency – Czech Radio

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650837]Denmark
Member State Actions related to medical technology
9 September: Waiting time for tests currently several days instead of 24 hours – TV2
9 September: Test capacity expanded in Copenhagen and airport – TV2
15 August: Face masks to be mandatory in public transport – CPH Post
31 July: Mask use recommended in public transport – CPH Post
28 July: Mask obligation is being looked at by government – TV2
13 July: Sharp increase in number of Danes wanting to wear a mask – TV2 
14 June: National Health Board underestimated need of PPE – TV2
24 May: Anyone can order corona tests without reference – TV2
18 May: All adults can register to be tested this week – CPH Post
14 May: Denmark to introduce mobile test vehicles in its strategy – TV2
12 May: Denmark presents ambitious coronavirus testing strategy – CPH Post
12 May: Denmark sets up corona board for procurement of PPE and tests – TV2
12 May: Private hospitals must help with reopening health care to full capacity – TV2
11 May: Testing strategy and PPE determines which parts of Denmark can go to phase 3 of exit from June 8 – CPH Post
7 May: Danish government asks more people to be tested – TV2
Statement from the Danish Medicine Agency related to approval of a vaccine against COVID-19 and the supply of medicines and medical equipment in general.
General Member States actions
Overview of entry protocols for travellers to Denmark – Danish Police
7 September: New restrictions introduced due to rise in cases – CPH Post
14 August: Danish governments introduces phase 4 measures – CPH Post
17 June: Denmark opens borders with countries having low corona cases – CPH Post
15 June: Danish aid packages will be phased out – TV2 
20 May: Denmark likely to ease restrictions further- TV2
7 May: Denmark eases restriction measures – CPH Post
A new emergency law came into effect on 17 March, giving the Health Minister Magnus Heunicke exceptional powers. The emergency law gives authorities the right to force people into quarantine if they are suspected of having the virus, and to coerce vaccination (when a vaccine is available). Infected people can also be banned from visiting public institutions, supermarkets and shops, public and private nursing homes and hospitals, and be restricted from using public transport. The Health Minister can then give the police power to ensure the implementation of the emergency law measures, only requiring consultation with the Minister of Justice. The Health Minister can also unilaterally decide to ban larger gatherings. 

[bookmark: _Toc36650838]Estonia
Member State Actions related to medical technology
8 September: Health board issues validation mark to local test producer - ERR
10 August: Large rise in COVID-19 testing as cases surge - ERR
8 August: Estonia orders over 3 million masks for potential second wave - ERR
28 July: Estonia announces €10 million tender for coronavirus testing organizer - ERR
14 July: PPE procurement process is underway, says Minister - ERR
13 July: Current supply of PPE is too low for second wave - ERR
23 June: Estonian manufacturer start making antiviral protective screens and masks - ERR
8 June: PPE stocks higher than before pandemic – ERR 
26 May: Health board discussing relaxation of rules around planned treatment - ERR
18 May: End of state of emergency also make resuming health care possible - ERR
14 May: Government planning to build two months’ stock of PPE - ERR
13 May: Spread of coronavirus postpones scheduled treatment in Tallinn hospital - ERR
6 May: Baltic states to reopen internal borders from May 15 on - ERR

General Member States actions
Overview of Estonian measures 
Overview of travelling protocols for Estonia - Kriis
7 August: Physicians prepared own plan for COVID-19 spread prevention - ERR
18 May: Some restrictions to hold while state of emergency ends - ERR

Industry Activities
Cepheid to facilitate faster tests to Estonian hospitals in the near future - ERR

[bookmark: _Toc36650839]Finland
Member State Actions related to medical technology
All non-essential health care services are placed on hold to mobilise resources for COVID-19 patients.
20 August: Mask prices drop sharply - YLE
19 August: Finland plans to increase testing capacity to 20,000 a day - YLE
19 August: Masks for work and commuting can be tax deductible - YLE
11 August: Face mask demand prompts some shops to limit sales - YLE
11 August: Covid testing delays grow in Helsinki region - YLE
10 August: Employers don’t have to pay for face masks - YLE
7 August: Turku region issues face mask recommendation - YLE
4 August: Mask sales spike in Finland - YLE
28 July: Finnish health experts call for national recommendation on face masks - YLE
24 July: Strong increase in testing, but variations in access in Finland - YLE
29 June: Helsinki to trial coronavirus breathalyser - YLE
4 June: Finnish government not issuing face mask use guidelines - YLE
3 June: Finnish researchers call for mandatory mask use - YLE
2 June: Government appointed expert panel advices for obligatory mask wearing until vaccine available - YLE
25 May: Ministry requests procurement of 100 million euros of PPE - YLE
19 May: Helsinki to increase testing capacity to 4,000 a day by Autumn - YLE
18 May: Finnair boosting cargo capacity by stripping seats from passenger planes - YLE
12 May: Private antibody testing numbers increasing - HS

General Member States actions
Overview of travel protocols for Finland – Finnish Government
3 September: Finland adopts 3-phase plan to slow Covid spread - YLE
29 July: Finnish cities considering targeted restrictions on local level - YLE
15 June: Government to repeal state of emergency – Helsinki Times
3 June: Finnish government presents recovery package – Helsinki Times
13 May: Finland to introduce new financial package for businesses – Helsinki Times
11 May: Finnish government likely to announce new support measures - YLE
4 May: Finland to ease some restrictions from June, healthcare provision (remains) unchanged - VNK
4 May: State of emergency to likely remain in effect longer – Helsinki Times
Industry Activities
Roche devices to help ramp up testing capacity Finland – YLE

France 
Member State Actions related to medical technology
[bookmark: _Hlk38963808]France has put in place several measures to face the economic impact of COVID-19. Notably the publication of a decree governing the sale prices of hydro-alcoholic gel.
French authorities will requisite all face mask stocks and production in the coming months and will distribute them to health professionals and to French people infected with the coronavirus.
Requisition Decree
Order with various measures
Order with various measures 2
Order with various measures 3
An economic continuity unit was activated on March 3 at the Ministry of the Economy. This unit will make it possible to obtain all the necessary information on the economic situation of the country in real time, to better manage the impact of this health crisis on our economy by taking daily decisions that may prove necessary.
9 September: Paris to open 20 new testing centres - RFI
7 September: Court rules that masks can be mandatory in cities - RFI
7 September: ICU beds fill up in Marseille due to new Covid-19 spreads - RFI
3 September: France invests 6 billion in health care system reform - GOV
28 August: Masks mandatory throughout Paris – France24
24 August: France reaches 700,000 tests a week - Connexion
21 August: French scientists review Covid saliva testing - Connexion
21 August: Masks mandatory at schools - Connexion
19 August: Toulouse makes masks mandatory outdoors – France24
18 August: France makes masks obligatory in offices – France24
12 August: PM wants mask obligation extended as far as possible throughout France – France24
10 August: Masks mandatory in parts of Paris - Connexion
5 August: More French cities make masks mandatory – Conexxion
4 August: Overview of mask obligation per area - FranceTVInfo
29 July: PCR tests now available for everyone – Conexxion 
28 July: Government advises companies to keep 10 week worth of stocks of masks – Ouest France
26 July: PCR tests to be reimbursed even without prescription - Conexxion
24 July: France to test travellers from high risk countries – France24
21 July: Face masks sent to 7 million high risk citizens – France24
14 July: Masks in enclosed spaces to become mandatory – France24

General Member States actions
Official information from the government. More can be found under the specific section “measures taken for the French economy”. 
Overview of protocols for travellers entering France – French Government
6 September: France increases amount of internal red zones due to case surges – Le Monde
10 July: France ends state of health emergency as cases decrease – France24
16 June: Macron pledges 200 million for French medical research to counter Covid-19 – France24 
14 June: France accelerates lifting lockdown – France24
10 June: France does not extend state of health emergency beyond 10th of July – Le Monde
6 June: France’s Scientific Council sets out four possible future Covid-19 scenario’s – France24
2 June: France begins phase II of easing lockdown measures – France24
25 May: France wants to massively invest in hospitals – MedInlive 
8 May: France confirms start easing lockdown on May 11 – France24
2 May: France extends state of health emergency until July 24 – France24

Industry Activities
Snitem is in regular contact with the authorities and in particular with the Health cabinet, the administration (DGS) and the agency for health security and health products (ANSM) to take stock of the crisis: coordination with the authorities on the measures taken by the latter concerning the coronavirus. Reporting to the public authorities on the problems encountered by medtech companies in the management of the crisis (in particular how can businesses continue being able to benefit from stocks of masks for their production activity in the current context of requisition and volume evaluation). Authorities are requesting that companies assess the risks of rupture and monitoring of the supply of medical devices is carried out with the ANSM.
SIDIV Private laboratory can since 10 March perform COVID-19 tests. The Clinical Biologists associations have sent a letter to the authorities to ask for masks to perform the tests. If masks are not available for them, they will not perform the tests for security reasons. As CI-IVD tests are available there will be no derogation under IVDD by the French authority.

[bookmark: _Toc36650841]Germany
Member State Actions related to medical technology
4 September: Bavaria is facing issues with test capacity - BR
3 September: German medical association advises to procure more flu vaccines - Tagesschau
2 September: German hospitals to receive 4 billion euros to adjust healthcare facilities - Tagesschau
26 August: Health Minister Spahn wants to change corona strategy with an end to free testing and stricter quarantine - Tageschau
24 August: Health ministers agree on abolishing free tests for incoming travellers - Tageschau
21 August: Fear of shrink in German testing capacity - MedInLive
6 August: Corona testing is mandatory from 8 August - Tageschau
5 August: List of risk countries for which test is mandatory - RKI
28 July: Mandatory tests for visitors from high risk areas - Tageschau
27 July: Bayern region to test incoming people at the borders of the state - Tageschau
6 July: Merkel rejects the abolition of the mask requirement - MedInLive
30 June: Nation-wide antibody study started - SWR
18 June: Only few healthcare institutes test large-scale, while that would help to contain virus - Tageschau
10 June: Letter co-signed by Merkel discusses PPE shortages regarding future EU pandemic preparedness - Tageschau
7 May: Clinics in Bremen are operating again - BUB
5 May: Hospitals returning to normal care in Germany- Hessenschau
2 May: Hospitals in Berlin want to resume normal care – RBB24

General Member States actions
Official German Website on COVID-19
Official website on government actions
Official RKI website with risk areas and test protocols - RKI
9 September: Individual travel warnings for specific countries outside the EU from October on - Tagesschau
5 September: German government strengthen health authorities - Tagesschau
23 June: Government closing districts again after new corona infections - Tageschau
17 June: Cabinet will finance stimulus package with 62.5 billion supplementary budget - Tageschau
4 June: German coalition agrees on revival package - Tageschau
2 June: German coalition committee wants to adopt economic revival package - Tageschau
25 May: Federal government plans further aid for companies - Tageschau
14 May: Bundestag approves new corona measures – Süddeutsche Zeitung
13 May: Germany to end border controls - Bloomberg
7 May: Overview of easing measures in the different federal states - Tageschau
6 May: Federal government wants to leave further easing to states - Tageschau

Industry Activities
Trade Union Verdi wants 500 euro monthly premium for workers in critical sectors - Stimme
4 May: Roche to provide Germany with antibody tests - Tageschau
8 April: Completely postpone the transition periods of the EU Medical Device Regulation - BVMed
Spectaris: Ministry of Health reached out to specific companies (not via associations) last Friday to order 10000 ventilators. Germany does not seem to issue a public tender.
BvMed were handed a list of medical devices that the government wants to purchase directly. Although BvMed is officially involved, the Ministry is contacting companies directly (180 million euros).

[bookmark: _Toc36650842]Greece
Member State Actions related to medical technology
24 August: Masks mandatory when schools reopen - Ekathimerini
28 July: Greece to make masks compulsory in more public spaces – Ekathimerini 
24 June: First drive-through test centre established in Greece - Ekathimerini
19 May: Programme initiated to test people cut off from medical services - Ekathimerini
18 May: Authorities seize almost a million poor quality masks in Athens Airport - Ekathimerini

General Member States actions
Official website
Overview of protocols for testing for travellers to Greece – Greek Government
6 August: Government tightens control on land borders - Ekathimerini
14 July: Greece looking to impose new restrictions while keeping tourism going - Ekathimerini
8 June: New support measures for businesses considered (eg. Tax breaks) - Ekathimerini
16 May: Third phase of lockdown easing to begin - Ekathimerini
6 May: Government looking to restart economy sooner than originally planned - Ekathimerini
4 May: Greece decides on extra support measures for businesses – Ekathimerini 

Industry Activities
[bookmark: _Hlk36645760]15 April: Greece to test faster with Roche equipment - Ekathimerini
Interview of Gerasimos Leivaditis, president of SEIV, on national TV. He talked about code of ethics on medtech and the overprice of masks.

[bookmark: _Toc36650843]Hungary
Member State Actions related to medical technology
9 September: Corruption accusations due to prices paid for ventilators – Hungary Today
7 September: Hospitals instructed to prepare beds for resurgence of Covid-19 – Hungary Today
24 August: Only urgent surgeries performed due to blood shortages – Hungary Today
29 June: National Chief Medical Officer provides strict hospital instructions for corona test kits – Hungary Today
8 June: Already 51,000 tests carried out in national mass testing strategy – Hungary Today
15 May: Elective interventions to resume from 18 May - 24
12 May: Two hospitals to treat corona patients so other hospitals can resume normal activities – Hungary Today
7 May: Dental services to resume – Hungary Today
4 May: Hungary restarts regular health services – Hungary Today

General Member States actions
Official HU Website (HU/ENG)
Live updates from the government
Overview of travel protocols for entering Hungary – About Hungary
28 August: Hungary to close its borders - RTE
8 August: Hungary plans to redetermine safety in other EU countries – Hungary Today
12 July: Hungary reintroduces travel restrictions – Hungary Today
17 June: New law to guarantee medical preparedness after state of emergency – Hungary Today
13 May: Government to invest more in large companies amid coronavirus crisis – Hungary Today

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650844]Ireland
Member State Actions related to medical technology
· A major recruitment campaign has been launched for the health services, which will include medical students and retired health professionals.
· Overview of travel protocols to Ireland – Irish Government
· 26 August: New model for testing and tracing being finalised – Irish Times
· 24 August: Schools may get Covid testing capacity at expense of other settings – Irish Times
· 10 August: Face masks mandatory in shops and other indoor settings – Irish Times
· 6 August: Cost of COVID-19 testing to be around 416 million euros - Independent
· 30 June: Just one in seven of hospital staff wears face mask - Independent
· 10 June: PPE stockpiled in case of second wave – Iris Times
· 23 May: New rules for elective surgery – Irish Times
· 14 May: Ireland to introduce new testing strategy with testing and tracing within three days – Irish Times
· 13 May: Irish mask manufacturing to start this week – Irish Times
· 7 May: Doctors have been forced to cancel private hospital procedures – Irish Times
· 6 May: Ban on non-Covid-related surgery is lifted - Independent
· 6 May: Testing criteria broadened as test capacity increases – Irish Times


General Member States actions
Overview of stages in which Ireland leaves lockdown 
4 September: Temporary wage subsidy scheme replaced by new scheme - RTE
2 September: HSE trying to scale up services before winter but concern is there - RTE
23 July: Government presents July Stimulus Package (VAT relief, loans, tax relief) – Irish Times
15 July: Experts advice to impose local lockdowns and enforce mask wearing to control second wave – Irish Times
14 July: Government to push through 2bn credit guarantee scheme next week – Irish Times
8 June: Revised roadmap for reopening Ireland – Irish Times
15 May: Green light to easing restrictions 
Industry Activities
IBEC COVID-hub
17 June: How Roche developed a molecular coronavirus test – Irish Times

Italy
Member State Actions related to medical technology
Export ban of PPE
9 September: Italy produces fast saliva test - ANSA
16 August: Italy makes masks mandatory at night - Euronews
11 August: New rapid tests may be used on airport arrivals - ANSA
6 August: Government to extend mask obligation - ANSA
25 May: Italy starts antibody tests on 150,000 people - MedinLive
14 May: 3.25 billion funds for Italian national health service - ANSA
12 May: Face masks to stay at 61 cents - ANSA
6 May: Stocks of facemasks almost run out - ANSA

General Member States actions
[bookmark: _Hlk42159124][bookmark: _Hlk36646570]Overview of travel protocols in Italy - Esteri
5 August: Italy wants to further relax measures – MedInLive
28 July: Government to extend coronavirus state of emergency - ANSA
27 July: Growing protest against mask requirement Italy as virus is deemed under control - MedInLive
24 July: Government approves 25 billion budget deviation to stimulate recovery - ANSA
14 July: COVID restrictions to be extended until July 31st - ANSA
10 July: Italy considers extending state of emergency – Brussels Times
4 July: Italian region Veneto tightens restrictions again – Brussels Times
22 June: Government is discussing VAT cuts - ANSA
17 June: Conte reaffirms support for businesses – ANSA
15 June: Conte set to present nine-point master plan for Italy’s recovery - ANSA
3 June: Italian Government lifted the confinement measures dealing with mobility among Regions - ANSA
27 May: Italy presents 7-point plan to for Italy’s recovery - ANSA
18 May: Italy steps up phase 2 - ANSA
13 May: Italy to sign off a 55 billion euro relaunch decree - ANSA
8 May: Bolzano region speeds up easing lockdown measures - ANSA
4 May: Italy enters phase 2 - ANSA

Industry Activities
ConfindustriaDM’s dedicated website on COVID-19
ConfindustriaDM Statement on agreement among industries to keep production and prices of medical technologies to pre-COVID-19 levels. 
Interview of CDM’s CEO: “Medical Devices and pharmaceutical companies must be recognized as essential services. But in any case, a European response is needed”
4 May: Medical Devices: The impact of COVID-19 on employment - ConfidustriaDM

[bookmark: _Toc36650846]Latvia
Member State Actions related to medical technology
26 August: Government announces to introduce more mask requirements - LSM
14 July: Latvian government grants 3.2 million to COVID-19 medical costs - LSM
30 June: Face masks not obligatory in public transport anymore - LSM
8 June: Face mask obligation to remain in many places after state of emergency ends - LSM
3 June: All healthcare services returned to normal - LSM
21 May: From June 3, all health services will be restored - Diena
18 May: No more on-site COVID-19 tests at airports and ports - LSM
12 May: More planned health care services to resume - Diena

General Member States actions
Official website (LV & ENG)
Overview of travel protocol for Latvia – Latvian Government
9 July: Latvian government to review reintroduction of restrictions - LSM
4 June: Emergency situation to end at 9th of June - Diena
27 May: Recovery strategy adopted by the government - LSM
12 May: Inner-Baltic free travel zone to come into effect on May 15 - LSM
7 May: State of emergency extended to June 9, some restrictions eased - LSM
7 May: Government to decide on easing restrictions today - Diena
6 May: Latvian PM looking to ease restrictions soon - LSM

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650847]Lithuania
Member State Actions related to medical technology
20 August: Masks to be worn at all outdoor events - DELFI
20 August: Lithuania invests 50 million in hospitals for handling the COVID-19 pandemic - DELFI
13 July: Face masks to become mandatory if cases spike - DELFI
23 June: Public procurement of PPE delayed due to wrong information about national stocks - DELFI
22 June: Intersurgical plans to produce respirators for export - DELFI
24 May: Preventive coronavirus testing strategy to be unveiled next week - DELFI
23 May: Lithuania lifts restrictions on anti-coronavirus product sales - DELFI
18 May: Dental services to be resumed - DELFI
13 May: Mask no longer mandatory in open spaces - DELFI
4 May: Random testing campaign has started - DELFI

General Member States actions
Official government website (LT & ENG)
COVID-19 official website (LT and ENG)
Overview travel protocol for Lithuania – Lithuanian Government
17 June: Most quarantine measures lifted in Lithuania – MedInLive
9 June: Lithuania to open its borders with Poland on the 12th of June - DELFI
27 May: Lockdown extended to June 16 – DELFI 
25 May: Lockdown to be extended again - DELFI
6 May: Lockdown extended until May 31 - DELFI
4 May: Lithuania likely to stick to current lockdown measures for two more weeks - DELFI

Industry Activities
23 March: Thermo Fisher Scentific Baltics to supply test kits to Lithuania - DELFI

[bookmark: _Toc36650848]Luxemburg
Member State Actions related to medical technology
20 August: FFP2 masks withdrawn for non-compliance - RTL
12 August: Discussions on mandatory test for returning travellers ongoing - RTL
6 August: No false negatives or positives in testing campaign - RTL
20 June: Hospitals set up a non-profit organisation to manage Luxembourg’s medical supplies - RTL
18 June: Large scale testing plan starting to gain momentum - RTL
5 June: Temporary care centres for corona close on Monday - RTL
3 June: Luxembourg hospitals face difficulties returning to ‘normal’ - RTL
25 May: Testing not in drive-through form anymore - RTL
19 May: Luxembourgish testing capacity is slowly rising – L’essentiel
14 May: 27 Million masks distributed to municipalities - RTL
14 May: New testing strategy in full capacity from June 1 - RTL
13 May: Large scale testing plan encounters logistical issues - RTL
4 May: Phase 2 of exit strategy announced, everyone to receive 50 face masks - RTL

General Member States actions
Luxembourg exit plan timeline 
Official website and Health care measures 
Official website and Economic measures 
7 July: New health bill prepares for second wave - RTL
16 June: More face mask measures eased in Luxembourg - RTL

Industry Activities
3 April: Siemens develops new coronavirus detection test in Luxembourg - RTL

[bookmark: _Toc36650849]Malta
Member State Actions related to medical technology
9 June: Malta spending 100 million more than planned on healthcare - ToM
26 May: Medical authorities planning widespread testing for coronavirus immunity - ToM
18 May: Mater Dei resuming outpatient appointments - ToM
4 May: Conflict on face mask price caps solved - ToM 
4 May: Nurses warn that patients are not being handed PPE -ToM

General Member States actions
Official Information on COVID-19
Overview of travel protocol for Malta - VisitMalta
30 June: Travel bans lifted for multiple countries - ToM

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650850]Netherlands
Member State Actions related to medical technology
Dutch info hub on actions related to medical equipment
8 September: Experts see benefits of rapid tests complementary to PCR tests - NOS
3 September: Regional health authorities call people to stop requesting test when asymptomatic due to lack of capacity - NU
1 September: New corona plan for care homes with increased testing frequency - NU
31 August: German centres to help fill testing capacity - Margriet
27 August: Laboratory receive insufficient materials to perform tests - NOS
24 August: Test capacity has increased with 40% compared to some weeks ago - NU
13 July: Rehabilitation corona patients temporarily covered more broadly by insurance - NOS
1 July: Dutch medical specialists scrutinize corona measures and request restarting normal healthcare services – Open Debat
9 June: Full testing capacity has never been used - NU
5 June: Shortage of gloves in the Netherlands - Trouw
23 May: From 1 June everyone in the Netherlands can get tested - NOS
22 May: Resuming regular care happens only slowly - NOS
19 May: Many HCPs still without PPE - FNV
13 May: From May 25th no VAT on masks - NU
11 May: 290.000 elective treatments cancelled in the Netherlands - Parool
5 May: Million new tests ordered for study on herd immunity - NOS

General Member States actions
Overview of travel protocol for the Netherlands - Rijksoverheid
19 May: Package for economic support extended - NOS
18 May: Government presents new support package for companies - NOS
6 May: Netherlands presents exit strategy - NOS
4 May: Netherlands looking to ease more measures - NOS

Industry Activities
Diagned is participating in a Taskforce Diagnostiek, which is currently 24/7 busy in arranging adequate test facilities and capacity - Rijksoverheid
Nefemed is a participating in the National Consortium for Medical Equipment (LCH)
Nefemed has frequent contact with the Ministery of Healt/Minister of Health about de protective devices

[bookmark: _Toc36650851]Norway
Member State Actions related to medical technology
7 September: Bergen increases test capacity – Norway Today
5 July: Due to Covid-19 there is a decrease in organ donations while the waiting list increases heavily – Norway Today
1 July: Half of rapid tests used not acceptable – Norway Today
9 June: Government bought 1,000 respirators which could be distributed to other countries – Norway Today
15 May: Testing capacity varies widely in municipalities – Norway Today

General Member States actions
Overview of travel protocol for Norway - Helsenorge
29 August: Norwegian government to keep some restrictions in place due to rise in cases – Norway Today
13 May: Norwegian government to come with recovery package at end of May – Norway Today

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650852]Poland
Member State Actions related to medical technology
26 August: Polish people urged to get flu shot in Fall due to Covid crisis – Radio Poland
27 May: Poland lifts mask obligation for the public – Radio Poland
21 May: Update on resumption of healthcare services in Poland - Wyborcza
8 May: National Health Fund reduces reimbursement for corona test - Wyborcza
4 May: Rehabilitation care to be resumed again – Radio Poland

General Member States actions
Poland introduces “epidemic threat status” (in Polish).
The Office of Competition and Consumer Protection (OCCP) is creating a special unit for monitoring the prices of food and hygienic products, to check whether stores are unfairly inflating prices due to Covid-19 panic. If it proves to be true, OCCP will undertake further measures to limit such practices. 
4 September: Polish government to discuss new measures – Radio Poland
4 August: Poland tightens measures as cases rise – First News
17 June: Poland promises tax break for businesses – Radio Poland
8 June: Poland to open borders to Baltic states – Radio Poland
5 June: New relief measures adopted – Radio Poland
13 May: Poland eases lockdown further – Radio Poland 
4 May: Poland extends internal border controls until May 13 – Radio Poland

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650853]Portugal
Member State Actions related to medical technology
An exception scheme for hiring health professionals is being prepared
The public service broadcasting organisation of Portugal reports the re-enforcing of the stock of national health service by 20%. Direct tender, meaning the NHS will buy directly from companies. Some numbers (30M masks, 42 M gloves, 8M needles, etc.)
6 September: Portuguese PM requests people to wear masks manufactured in Portugal – Portugal News
9 August: Local authorities decide on testing at schools – Portugal News
8 August: one million fewer medical consultations in Portugal due to COVID-19 – Portugal News
3 August: Portugal has done 13300 tests a day – GOV
29 July: Madeira makes masks compulsory – Portugal News
27 July: Scientists in Portugal create reusable mask that disables coronavirus - Euronews
12 July: Government unsure when health care services return back to normal – Portugal News
5 June: New investment plan for social and healthcare sector – Portugal News
2 June: New testing plan for the Lisbon region comprises 7,000 daily tests – Portugal News
18 May: Portugal reviewing testing strategies – Portugal News
15 May: Immunity study has been initiated – Portuguese News
5 May: Portuguese hospitals preparing gradual resuming to non-urgent activity – Portugal News
4 May: Portugal produces high volume of masks, starts exporting – Portugal News

General Member States actions
· Overview of travel and testing protocols for Portugal – Portuguese Government
· 14 July: Portugal keeps parts of Lisbon under lockdown – Portugal News
· 8 June: Portugal extends suspension of loan repayments – Portugal News

Industry Activities
APORMED’s recommendations on COVID-19
APIFARMA’s recommendations on COVID-19

[bookmark: _Toc36650854]Romania
Member State Actions related to medical technology
ANMDMR warns all importers and distributors of medical devices not to place on the Romanian market medical devices such as Surgical Set, Surgical Gown, Surgical Drape, Tube Cover, Liquid Collection Pouch, Protective Coverall, Warm Blanket and Surgical Hood - class I sterile, manufactured by the manufacturer Henan JoinKona Medical Products Stock Co., Ltd., China – devices covered by the forged EC Certificate of Compliance no. G2S 18 01 83528 008 which would be issued by the Notified Body TÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH Zertifizierung Medizinprodukte, Germany (0123) on 2018-04-23, valid until 2023-04-22.
29 July: Second region in Romania makes face masks mandatory – Romania Journal
3 June: Testing campaign launched to test over 29,000 people for antibodies – Romania Journal 
12 May: Masks to be mandatory in public spaces – Romania Journal
4 May: Dental offices to reopen, masks mandatory – Romania Journal
12 March: Romania temporarily suspend the distribution for six months, for medical devices, sanitary materials and medicines necessary for the prevention and treatment of SARS-COV-2 - Act. 428/2020 - Official monitor 202/12.03.2020
In spite of the EU Commission trying to coordinate against such actions, Romania has introduced an export ban on medicine for 6 months.

General Member States actions
Romania enters state of emergency
Overview of travel protocol for Romania – Romanian government
10 August: State of Alert likely to be extended, without new restrictions – Romania Journal
29 July: New restrictions to contain virus approved – Romania Journal
15 July: State of emergency extended for one month – Romania Journal
14 July: Extending state off alert after July 15th is imminent according to government – Romania Journal
17Juni: State of alert is extended – Romania Journal
14 May: State of emergency ends, state of alert to begin – Romania Journal

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650855]Slovakia
Member State Actions related to medical technology
The Ministry of Health has adopted a measure prohibiting the export of registered medicinal products for human use, medical devices and in vitro diagnostic medical devices intended for Slovak market, effective from 23 March 2020.
18 May: Masks not to be compulsory in public, Slovakia enters 4th phase - Spectator

General Member States actions
Measures taken on 10 March 2020
Overview of travel and testing protocol for entering Slovakia – Slovakian government
23 June: Amount of testing drops dramatically - Spectator
9 June: Slovakia to ease more restrictions and cancel state of emergency - Spectator
5 June: Slovakia opens its borders with Czechia, Hungary and Austria - Spectator
14 May: Government to introduce new law making state-guaranteed loans possible for companies - Spectator
4 May: Measures to be lifted faster than originally planned - Spectator

Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650856]Slovenia
Member State Actions related to medical technology
3 September: Government now able to fine those breaching mask rules - STA
19 June: Slovenia wants to host EU RescEU stockpile – Slovenia Times
5 May: Ministry cancels controversial ventilator contract – TSN

General Member States actions
General Measures regarding corona in Slovenia
[bookmark: _Hlk37166200]Overview of travel protocol for Slovenia – Slovenian government
30 June: Government adopts emergency bill in preparation for second wave – Slovenia Times
30 June: Government imposing stricter restrictions after spike in infections – Slovenia Times
30 May: Major easing of restrictions in first week of June – Slovenia Times
20 May: Government to present new stimulus package – Slovenia Times
14 May: Major easing of restrictions on Monday – Slovenia Times
4 May: Slovenia eases more measures – Slovenia Times
Industry Activities

[bookmark: _Toc36650857]Spain
Member State Actions related to medical technology
25 August: Catalonia ramping up testing and increases measures to curb spread – El País
14 August: Health Ministry advises routine testing in care homes - Politico
28 July: Madrid makes masks mandatory – El Mundo
15 July: Balearic Islands to make face masks mandatory – El País
13 July: Multiple regions make masks mandatory – El País
7 July: Catalan government looking to reintroduce mandatory masks – El Dario
17 June: PCR Tests for all those in contact with Covid-19 case – El País 
6 June: Face masks to remain obligatory after end state of alarm – El País
26 May: Spain deescalating measures with still only limited testing capacity – El País
19 May: Face mask obligatory where distancing not possible – El Pais
14 May: Ministry discourages FFP2 masks for the general public – El Pais
13 May: Spanish health ministry considering making masks obligatory in public – El Pais
7 May: Many hospitals actively recovering normal activity - EFE
6 May: Madrid government overstated reliability of 100.000 tests for HCPs – El Pais
4 May: Spanish government to hand out 14 million face masks to public – El Pais
15 March:  Order SND / 233/2020, declaring the state of alarm for the management of the health crisis situation caused by COVID-19 (ES). It asks to any entity that has stocks and production capabilities of listed products to notify the ministry of health immediately. Deadline is Wednesday, 18 March 2020. Non-compliance brings huge fines, up to 600k EUR and five years in prison.
Private healthcare providers in Spain have been effectively nationalised and taken under the control of the Health Ministry for the duration of the crisis.
The Government is planning to:
· Centralized purchase by the Ministry of Health (INGESA) of prevention products: A centralized acquisition of masks for the entire National Health System through Ingesa is being prepared by the Ministry of Health. Fenin is in contact with INGESA to collaborate in this project.
· Identification of suppliers of PPE: In order to collaborate with the Health Administrations that ask us for help, Fenin will now identify the supplier companies that have protection products (masks, gowns, gloves, ...) as well as those that have technologies for the diagnosis of Coronavirus (equipment, reagents, ...). Fenin sent an email to their members to ask them to notify Fenin and provide a contact person.

General Member States actions
Spain goes in Lockdown for 15 days
· The Spanish Government instructs people to stay at home for two weeks, and closes bars, restaurants, cafes and cinemas
Overview of travel protocols for Spain - SpainInfo
4 September: New measures adopted to fight number of infections – El País
25 August: Spanish government gives more authority to regions when it comes to restrictions – El País
14 August: Spanish ministry announces new measures – El País
6 August: Basque region introduces local restrictions – El País 
15 July: Catalonia adopts more restrictions – El País
5 July: Spain imposes local lockdown in Galicia - BBC
4 July: Catalonia orders indefinite local lockdown after new outbreaks – Brussels Times
24 June: Some regions to take step back in lockdown easing after new infections – El País
15 June: Regions not all allowing free movement in phase 3 – El País
5 June: Many Spanish regions move to phase 3 of de-escalation plan on Monday – El País
4 June: Spanish government may maintain furlough scheme until end of year – El País
3 June: Spanish government seeks final extension state of alarm – El País
26 May: Spanish government looking to lift state of alarm different per region – El País 
23 May: All regions to be at least in phase 1 of de-escalation plan – El País
20 May: PM finds support for fifth extension to state of alarm – El Pais
18 May: Spanish regions stockpiling PPE – El Pais
18 May: Public mask wearing will go beyond public transport – El Pais
16 May: Government to request another extension of the state of emergency – El Pais
8 May: Many Spanish areas to the next phase of the exit strategy – El Pais
7 May: Almost all Spanish regions request to move to next exit phase – El Pais
6 May: State of alarm prolonged until May 24 – El Pais
4 May: Spain publishes criteria for regions to move on to next exit phase – El Pais
2 May: Spain eases measures, but masks to become mandatory in more places – El Pais

Industry Activities
11 May: The Sanitary Air Corridor provides Spain with 57 million PPE in first 20 operations - Fenin
Fenin continues the initiative together with Iberia and the Oesía Group of the Air Health Corridor to increase medical supplies and so far more than 450 tons of medical products have arrived from Spain from Shanghai.
[bookmark: _Hlk38027279]Novartis donates hospital materials to the Sanitary Air Corridor - Isanidad
7 April: Press release - Fenin and companies in the health tech sector combatting COVID-19 - Fenin

[bookmark: _Toc36650858]Sweden
Member State Actions related to medical technology
· 26 August: Thousands of people get false negatives with PCR tests – Wellington Times
· 17 June: One in seven developed antibodies in results of mass testing - DN
· 15 June: After Stockholm also other regions look to introduce extensive antibody tests - DN
· 5 June: Sweden announces free virus testing - MedInLive
· 3 June: Many Swedish regions initiating extended covid-19 testing - DN
General Member States actions
Government Response to COVID-19
Official Information about COVID-19
30 June: New guidelines for those with Covid-19 antibodies – The Local
24 June: Reduced income tax is being prepared - DN

Industry Activities
Swedish MedTech’s communication to members about impact of COVID-19

[bookmark: _Toc36650859]Switzerland
Member State Actions related to medical technology
24 August: Mask obligations installed in shops in parts of Switzerland - SwissInfo
19 August: Swiss government wants to restrict direct access to specialists to save money - SwissInfo
17 July: Swiss bodies opened investigations into imported defective masks - SwissInfo
6 July: Mask to become mandatory in public transport - BAG
19 June: Switzerland needs to improve the speed and quality of its coronavirus data - SwissInfo
22 May: Swiss hospitals looking at government to help bridge vast revenue loss due to PPE rules and delay elective surgery - SwissInfo
13 May: Swiss government funds to help access to diagnostic and therapeutic products - SwissInfo
1 May: Face mask shortage being countered in Switzerland - SwissInfo

General Member States actions
COVID-19 Official Website (FR, DE, IT, EN)
Overview of travel protocols for Switzerland - BAG
24 June: Swiss health official warns new corona outbreaks are inevitable - SwissInfo
19 June: Switzerland lifts most remaining restrictions - SwissInfo
14 June: Second wave response plan excludes national lockdown – SwissInfo
4 June: Parliament approves additional 15 billion euro for Covid relief - SwissInfo
27 May: Government announces major easing of coronavirus restrictions - SwissInfo
5 May: Swiss parliament extends coronavirus relief package - SwissInfo
5 May: Swiss-German border checks to remain - SwissInfo

Industry Activities
Swiss Medtech latest info on COVID-19 and EU export ban
4 September: Roche gets approval for test to detect Covid-19 or influenza - Swissinfo

[bookmark: _Toc36650860]United Kingdom
[bookmark: _Hlk36650672]Member State Actions related to medical technology
All non-urgent NHS elective operations are being postponed for at least three months.  
9 September: Health Secretary accuses people of seeking tests without any Covid-19 symptoms - BBC
9 September: UK PM grilled over testing situation - BBC
8 September: Problems occur with UK test booking system - BBC
7 September: Oxford University highlights extreme sensitivity of widely used PCR test in study - BBC
6 September: Home antibody test back on market in UK - FT
3 September: Testing capacity maximum has been reached, waiting times increase - BBC
3 September: 500 million funding for next generation testing technology and increased testing capacity - GOV
24 August: Scottish testing capacity hit by exceptional demand and technical hurdles - BBC
26 August: School pupils must wear face mask - BBC
17 August: Six new Welsh hot labs installed to increase testing capacity - BBC
10 August: Face coverings compulsory for NI shoppers - BBC
10 August: UK recalls testing kits used in national testing programme – UK GOV
7 August: Study finds that chemotherapy in cancer patients with COVID-19 is not a risk - BBC
29 July: Heathrow wants government to introduce corona tests for travellers - NOS
24 July: NHS slow to recover compared to other national health systems – About Mancester
24 July: UK to roll out large flu programme this winter taking COVID-19 into account – UK government
23 July: British MPs want routine NHS testing - Parliament
15 July: Face mask obligations in offices ruled out - BBC
13 July: Face masks in shops mandatory – The Guardian
13 July: Wales introduces face mask obligation in public transport - BBC
9 July: UK starts asymptomatic testing scheme pilot for workers with high risk jobs – The Guardian
9 July: Half a million waiting for diagnostic tests due to backlog – The Times
24 June: Investigation underway into Northern Ireland mask incident - BBC
24 June: Backlog in non-Covid treatments is increasing - BBC
19 May: MPs urge government to learn lessons from failed testing strategy - BBC
15 May: Resuming NHS only with rapid testing and enough PPE, Health Unions say - BBC
14 May: Leading UK charities warn for challenges regarding opening up NHS – Nuffield Trust
12 May: Charities plead for restart disrupted cancer services - BBC
7 May: Gowns bought from Turkey unusable - BBC
6 May: Johnson aims for 200,000 tests by end of May - BBC
1 May: UK testing capacity passes 100,000 a day-mark - BBC

General Member States actions
UK Government Official Response
COVID-19: guidance for employees, employers and businesses
The Health Protection (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020
Overview of travel protocols for the UK - GOV
9 September: New measures due to rise in infections - BBC
1 July: PM Johnson sets out economic recovery plan - BBC
30 June: Britain imposes local lockdown in Leicester – France24
24 June: UK healthcare leaders request review of preparation for second wave - BBC
23 June: Lockdown to be relaxed in UK - BBC
8 June: Welsh government could be eased soon - BBC
8 June: Scottish government optimistic about easing lockdown further - BBC
15 May: Wales presents its exit strategy - BBC
12 May: Northern-Ireland’s exit strategy published - BBC
12 May: UK furlough scheme extended by four months - BBC
12 May: Johnson announces plan to reopen society - BBC
7 May: Scotland extends lockdown - BBC
5 May: Scottish PM notes different exit options - BBC

Industry Activities
30 June: ABHI NHS restart: Briefing document - ABHI
14 May: Roche in talks with Britain on Covid-19 antibody test - SwissInfo
BIVDA Testing Methods Sourcing Platform
ABHI’s Statement on Ventilator Challenge
ABHI’s Update to Members on COVID-19
General info from BIVDA
Statement by BIVDA, “New DFID funding announced for Coronavirus testing
ABHI: UK issued a ventilator challenge, involving companies that do not operate specifically in the medtech sector

World
Actions related to medical technology
1 September: Hongkong starts with mass testing – Wiener Zeitung
26 August: American Medical Association asks political decision to fight shortages - AMA
21 August: US faces shortage of syringes – The Guardian
14 August: FDA publishes list of medical device in shortage - FDA
9 August: US facing shortages of rapid antigen tests - POLITICO
15 July: American CDC urges mask wearing to control the virus - MedInLive
15 May: Study published on cancellation of elective surgery - BSJ
15 May: Amazon to produce face shields and sell at cost - BBC
5 May: Self-testing over in USA - Tageschau

General actions
15 May: Japan enters new normal after state of emergency ends - SwissInfo
5 May: Tukey to start easing measures from May 11th - BNT
4 May: Japan extends state of emergency until end of May - Medinlive

Industry Activities
22 April: Emergency approval for Roche antibody testing in the US - Medinlive
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