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COVID-19: EU27 Response and Actions

Last update: 25 March 2020 – 17:00

Disclaimer 
MedTech Europe continues to monitor the unfolding COVID-19 situation and national responses to it. This is a non-comprehensive list of measures and reactions. The information here below is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publishing this table, but we do not accept any responsibility for any losses, direct or otherwise, accrued by relying on this information, as well as for any non-compliance with national regulations, including decrees or ordinances. Readers are encouraged to check with experts on each specific field to verify, analyze or clarify any information before taking any action.

International
	Institution
	

	United Nations
	· UN to create global coronavirus fund to assist developing countries



European Union

	Institution
	OFFICIAL EU COVID-19 WEBSITE WITH ALL INFO (INCLUDING EU MEASURES)

	European Commission
	· Commission’s guidance on export requirements for personal protective equipment
· Commission Recommendation (EU) 2020/403 of 13 March 2020 on conformity assessment and market surveillance procedures within the context of the COVID-19 threat*
· EU Decision to ban PPE outside of EU  - exemption for EFTA countries
· Guidelines for border measures to protect health and keep goods and essential services available
· Proposal for a Regulation on COVID-19 Response Investment Initiative
· COVID-19: Commission creates first ever rescEU stockpile of medical equipment – link to decision
· Temporary Framework for State Aid measures to support the economy during the COVID-19 outbreak
· European Commission makes standards for medical gear available
· Communication on the on the activation of the general escape clause of the Stability and Growth Pact

	European Parliament
	· EP’s official News Page

	Council of the European Union
	· COVID-19 - Council gives go-ahead to support from EU budget
· Statement on COVID-19 economic policy response
· Latest Decision on continuation of decision-making in the Council and the European Council
· Decision on a temporary derogation from Rules of Procedure 

	European Central Bank
	· European Central Bank announces €750B coronavirus stimulus



*Recommendation (EU) 2020/403:
· It recommends that Member States consider giving national derogations to needed medical devices
· It also recommends that Member States ‘enact’ the approach they had come up with 1 year ago for ‘Brexit’ non-compliances, i.e., if a device is not (yet) fully in compliance with the legislation, and if it does not pose ‘serious’ risks, they may authorize the circulation of the Union
· Finally, it ‘suggests’ that Member States consider purchasing of non-CE marked medical devices for the specific purpose of getting needed products to healthcare workers currently battling COVID-19

Member States

Member States that have taken restrictive measures related to the medtech sector:
· Germany (Restrictions have been lifted)
· France (Restrictions have been lifted)
· Bulgaria
· Romania 
· Czech Republic
· Poland
· Italy


	Country
	Responsible Authorities (e.g. MoH, national disease center)
	Member State actions in relations to medical technology (e.g. testing measures, export bans, distribution of equipment, pricing policies)
	Member State actions (other: e.g. event cancellation, school closing, airport)
	Industry activities (e.g. surveys, public statement, engagement with government authorities)  

	Austria
	· Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health Care and Consumer Protection
	· Austria launches 38 billion euros aid fund and installs border checks with Germany (fund also used to buy medical supplies)  - Euractiv
	· Official Response and Actions (in DE and ENG)
· The Government is making it easier for businesses to switch employees over to ‘short-time’ (temporary part-time) work to prevent lay-offs. Instead of social payments kicking in from the fourth month, Austria will now cover social payments for short-time workers from the first month onwards.

	AUSTROMED’s Official statement on COVID-19
“With regard to the current situation regarding COVID-19, AUSTROMED is available for the necessary measures and is in regular coordination with the official coordination offices”.

	Belgium
	· Federal Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
	· The Federal Government has confirmed that a public procurement scheme has been awarded for the purchase of surgical masks and FFP2. A plan to distribute these masks between the different entities in the country is being developed by the Risk Management Group.
	· Official COVID-19 Website 

· Belgium is in strict confinement from 18 March until 5 April.
· Belgium has set aside €1bn to deal with COVID-19 and its consequences. It has not been decided what the money will be spent on. - HLN
· Brussels Airlines suspends all its flights to and from Italy between 12 March and 3 April.
· Flemish Government aids companies affected by corona with 100 million plan (guarantees, compensation for closing doors) - HLN

	

	Bulgaria
	· Ministry of Health

· The Central Fire Brigade Department will be responsible for allocation of available PPEs to hospitals.
	· Export of medical technologies (disposable overalls, filter masks, surgical masks, safety glasses, latex / nitrile gloves, medical Shoe Covers) is banned- The law.
· A scandal with several companies was reported which bought out all medical supplies from warehouses in order to export them and sell it with up to 800% overprice.  The Minister of Health explained that MDD does not allow price regulation, unlike pharma products. 
· Measures to cope with lack of medtech:
· Import from Turkey 
· Textile companies to produce those in emergency
· Use supplies from the army
· Unused money from EU operational funds will be redirected to medtech procurement
· Funds for military modernization will also be redirected to medtech
	· As of 17 March: 
· All flights from Italy, Spain, Iran & South Korea are banned
· Ski resorts & hotels within are closing at least till end of March 
· As of 13 March:
· No tax or interest “vacations” for suffering businesses (unlike Italy & Greece)
· 60% of salaries of impacted business will be covered by government for 1 month
· 5.00 euro per month for medical staff serving COVID-19

· 24 March: The Government sets up a new Medical Council to help deal with the coronavirus response – BTA
· 18 March: The Bulgarian government is proposing measures to help support employment and create buffers - 
· TrendingTopics

	

	Croatia
	· Ministry of Health
	
	· All Measures taken by the Croatian Government
· Economic support measures taken by the Croatian government (loan & loan payment, guarantees, extension of deadlines) - Vecernji
· Croatia closes down schools for two weeks for coronavirus
	

	Cyprus
	· Ministry of Health
	· Cyprus to receive medical supplies from China on 29 March - CNA

	· 24 March: New restrictions on retail businesses and movement of people - CNA & CNA
· 23 March: Cyprus to grant 2 billion euros in guarantees to banks - CNA
· The government of Cyprus has set up a website focusing exclusively on the coronavirus.
· One of the cases in the country is a healthcare professional working for the public sector. The Health Ministry has activated all the protocols. Here are all the measures they took.
· The Cypriot Government adopts 700 million euro support measures (VAT arrangements) – Cyprus Mail

	

	Czech Republic
	
	· Carmaker Skoda is manufacturing respirators – Czech Radio
· 24 March: Czech state approved remdisivir trial on case-by-case basis – Czech Radio
· Government ban an on export of hand disinfectants. This does not concern manufacturers.
· …All persons, with the exception of manufacturers, are prohibited from the date of 6 March 2020 to export from the Czech Republic, except for a reasonable amount for personal use, all personal hand sanitizers - main group 1, product type 1.
· A ban has been imposed on the sale of any protective devices class FFP3 to anyone – only to the Czech state units.
	· COVID-19: where to find official information
· 24 March: Czech government sets up central information system to compat epidemic – Czech Radio
· 23 March: Czech government to extend restrictions on movement – Czech Radio
· 17 March: The Czech Cabinet and  Central Bank take measures to bolster economy (interest free loans) – Czech Radio

	

	Denmark
	· Danish National Board of Health
	· Statement from the Danish Medicine Agency related to approval of a vaccine against COVID-19 and the supply of medicines and medical equipment in general.
	· Information on COVID-19 in Denmark 
· 23 March: Danish government to extend lockdown until at least April 13 – CPH Post
· A new emergency law came into effect on 17 March, giving the Health Minister Magnus Heunicke exceptional powers. The emergency law gives authorities the right to force people into quarantine if they are suspected of having the virus, and to coerce vaccination (when a vaccine is available). Infected people can also be banned from visiting public institutions, supermarkets and shops, public and private nursing homes and hospitals, and be restricted from using public transport. The Health Minister can then give the police power to ensure the implementation of the emergency law measures, only requiring consultation with the Minister of Justice. The Health Minister can also unilaterally decide to ban larger gatherings. 
· Denmark acts to protect its economy making an extra 200bn Danish kroner ($30bn) available for banks to lend to companies.– the Local
· On 18 March Denmark proposed an additional economic aid package worth 5bn euros for SMEs to cover losses - Reuters
	

	Estonia
	
	· 24 March: Plane with two week supply of PPE to arrive next week - ERR

	· 24 March: Estonian government announces new restrictions on movement and retail - ERR
· 23 March: Estonian government issues 200 million euros of short term bonds as part of support package - ERR
· 19 March: The Estonian government launches 2bn euro economic support package (tax deferral, suspension pension contributions) - ERR
· Some large events have been postponed, but there is no ban yet.
· The Minister of Economic Affairs and Communications Taavi Aas (Center) notes that the government has no intention of either reducing public sector wages or raising taxes, in the wake of the coronavirus epidemic.
· The organizers of local events, which may still go ahead, should ensure the presence of health care personnel and that staff have protective equipment (protective mask, gloves, etc.). In addition, they need to ensure that there is a facility to measure the body temperature of people suspected of being infected. They also need to make rooms available to isolate the infected temporarily, within the locations of the events.
	

	Finland
	· Finnish Institute of Health and Welfare
· Latest updates
	· All non-essential health care services are placed on hold to mobilise resources for COVID-19 patients. 
· On 16 March, the government announced the investment of 27 more million in its health care system. 
· Pharmacies are restricting the purchasing of medicines.
	· 23 March: Finnish PM to impose new measures on movement - YLE
· 16 March: Finnish Government declares state of emergency. More info, including official measures, here.
· Finland doesn’t issue visas as of 19 March.
· Airports and ports closed starting 18 March.
· The police have been given the mandate to enforce the restriction of gatherings. 
· 16 March: Finland’s government has unveiled 5 billion euros worth of measures to help the economy (deferral tax payment, loan guarantees)  - Bloomberg.
	

	France
	· The French Government
	· France has put in place several measures to face the economic impact of COVID-19. Notably the publication of a decree governing the sale prices of hydro-alcoholic gel.
· French authorities will requisite all face mask stocks and production in the coming months and will distribute them to health professionals and to French people infected with the coronavirus.
· Requisition Decree
· Order with various measures
· Order with various measures 2
· Order with various measures 3
· An economic continuity unit was activated on March 3 at the Ministry of the Economy. This unit will make it possible to obtain all the necessary information on the economic situation of the country in real time, to better manage the impact of this health crisis on our economy by taking daily decisions that may prove necessary.
· France has set up a scientific committee to look into change of testing strategy - POLITICO
	· Official information from the government. More can be found under the a specific section “measures taken for the French economy”. 
· 23 March: France tightens lockdown measures – France24
· France announced a 15-day lockdown for the country, ordering people to leave their homes only for essential purposes (to buy groceries, to go to work, to exercise or for medical care) beginning at noon on Tuesday (17 March). 
· The law can be found here. 
· Below are the main points of Macron’s “we are at war”speech: unlimited state financial support for businesses, severe restrictions on freedom of movement, suspension of the Government’s planned reforms, delay of the second round of the mayoral elections.
· France rolls out a 45bn euro package to help companies in addition to government loan guarantees (tax breaks, government loans) – France24
· France announced an additional 5bn euro funding for research over the next 10 years - Reuters
	· Snitem is in regular contact with the authorities and in particular with the Health cabinet, the administration (DGS) and the agency for health security and health products (ANSM) to take stock of the crisis: coordination with the authorities on the measures taken by the latter concerning the coronavirus. Reporting to the public authorities on the problems encountered by medtech companies in the management of the crisis (in particular how can businesses continue being able to benefit from stocks of masks for their production activity in the current context of requisition and volume evaluation).
· Authorities are requesting that companies assess the risks of rupture and monitoring of the supply of medical devices is carried out with the ANSM.
· SIDIV Private laboratory can since 10 March perform COVID-19 tests. The Clinical Biologists associations have sent a letter to the authorities to ask for masks to perform the tests. If masks are not available for them, they will not perform the tests for security reasons.
· As CI-IVD tests are available there will be no derogation under IVDD by the French authority.

	Germany
	· Ministry of Health and Economy
	· LIFTED: Export ban on medical protective equipment (masks, surgical gloves, suits, etc.) to discriminate 1) against non-German markets and 2) non-German companies.
· Hospitals should postpone scheduled surgeries to be able to treat patients with severe lung infections.
· Berlin is planning to set up a hospital for up to 1000 patients suffering from COVID-19.
· Hospitals should make use of medical students and retired staff.
	· Official German Website on COVID-19
· Official website on government actions
· Germany’s borders are closed, and the country is in lockdown. 
· The German Robert Koch Institute (RKI) has changed its risk assessment for the coronavirus to ‘high’, citing increasingly sparse hospital capacities. They predict that the pandemic could potentially last for two years.
· 24 March: The state of Hesse announces an 8.5 billion emergency package, Bavaria doubles package to 20 billion - Reuters
· 23 March: German federal government receives bigger mandate to act – German Government
· 23 March: Germany readying stimulus measures of 156 billionn euros in net borrowing and and additional debt authorization of up to 200 billion euros - Reuters
· 22 March: Germany poses strict measures on daily life – Business Insider 
· 19 March: Germany makes 40bn available to SMEs and self-employed (Grants & loans) – Finance Yahoo
· 19 March: North Rhine Westphalia is freeing 25bn to help economy – the Local
· 19 March: Brandenburg will provide around 500m in loans for businesses, employees, and self-employed
· 13 March: German government make unlimited financing available to help economy (loans, deferring tax payments) - FT
	· BVmed press release on effect of export ban "Exportverbot hat Auswirkungen auf internationale Lieferketten"
· Spectaris: Ministry of Health reached out to specific companies (not via associations) last Friday to order 10000 ventilators. Germany does not seem to issue a public tender.
· BvMed were handed a list of medical devices that the government wants to purchase directly. Although BvMed is officially involved, the Ministry is contacting companies directly (180 million euros).

	Greece
	· Ministry of Health
	· No actions so far
	· Official website
· 23 March: Finance ministry is preparing new measures for 4 billion euros – Ekathimerini 
· 22 March: Greece goes into lockdown - POLITICO
· 19 March: The Greek government announced the suspension of the operation of debt collecting and debt management companies as long as the COVID-19 crisis lasts.  
· 17 March: The Greek Government will provide 2 billion euros to tackle the problems of the economy and labour market while it urged businesses not to lay off employees. It is expected that a similar public announcements by Mitsotakis will happen on a weekly basis from now on. - Reuters
· Greece closed its borders with Albania, North and has banned travel from Italy. The transportation of goods among these countries is permitted. All shops are closed, apart from pharmacies, supermarkets and gas stations. Crowd controls on supermarkets. Government shut  schools, bars, cafes, shopping malls, libraries, museums and archaeological sites till 3 April. Government is hiring medical staff for the public sector. Only patients with severe symptoms will be tested. Limited operation of public organizations. All people arriving in Greece from abroad are to be required to self-isolate for 14 days. 
	· Interview of Gerasimos Leivaditis, president of SEIV, on national TV. He talked about code of ethics on medtech and the overprice of masks.

	Hungary
	· Minister of Interior and Minister of Human Capacities
	· 25 March: Hungarian government earmarks 43 million euros for purchase of extra medical equipment – Hungary Today
· March 24: 3 Milllion face masks, 86 ventilators and tests arrive from China – Hungary Today
· March 23: China Construction Bank donates 20,000 face masks – Hungary Today
	· Official HU Website (HU/ENG)
· Live updates from the government
· Hungary shuts borders
· 23 March: Hungarian Government exempts SMEs in more sectors from tax – Hungary Today
· 18 March: Hungarian Government announces measures to safeguard economy (repayment moratorium, tax deferral) - BBJ
· Hungary is suspending flights from Iran, Italy, Korea, China and Israel. Entry to the Liszt Ferenc is restricted to Hungarian and EEA citizens.
· Foreigners have been banned from entering the country. Only EEA citizens with a residency permit are exempt.
· The Government is asking all those aged 70 or over to stay at home.
· Hungary will close its borders and only Hungarian citizens will be allowed to enter
· Schools are closed since 16 March. 
· Theatres, cinemas to close, Public events are banned.
· Restaurants and cafes can be open until 3 pm.
· There is no restriction on grocery stores or pharmacies.
	

	Ireland
	· Department of Health
· National Public Health Emergency Team
· Irish Health Service Executive 
	· A major recruitment campaign has been launched for the health services, which will include medical students and retired health professionals.
	· Delay Phase: see measures here
· 24 March: Irish government announces a 3.7 billion wage subsidy scheme – Merrion Street
· 24 March: Irish government to announce new measures – Irish Times
· 10 March: The Government has, so far, made a €3 billion aid package available to combat the effects of COVID-19. This funding includes €2.4 billion to fund sick pay for workers affected by COVID-19 as well as €435 million contingency funding for the HSE, the national health service. This will be reviewed, and further fiscal measures will be deployed as needed.  – Irish Times
	

	Italy
	· Ministry of Health (Speranza)
	· Export ban of PPE
· 24 March: PPE, ventilators arrived from China - ANSA
· 24 March: Italy blocks ventilators meant for Greek hospitals – L’Unione Sarda
· 23 March: European Commission approves 50 million support scheme for PPE supply - EC
	· Nation-wide Lockdown:
· From Tuesday 10 March until further notice, Italians will only be allowed to leave their homes for urgent health and professional reasons, according to Conte. Schools and universities as well as public venues, including cinemas, theatres and gyms will remain shut. Professional sporting events, are also suspended.
· The crisis has led healthcare professionals to question whether they should treat patients with higher chances of survival
· 24 March: 
· 24 March: Petrol stations to close on Wednesday - ANSA
· 22 March: All non-essential factories close down - Guardian
· 10 March: Italian government announces 25 bn euro stimulus package (loans, moratoria) - Bloomberg
	· ConfindustriaDM’s dedicated website on COVID-19
· ConfindustriaDM
· Statement on agreement among industries to keep production and prices of medical technologies to pre-COVID-19 levels. 
· Interview of CDM’s CEO: “Medical Devices and pharmaceutical companies must be recognized as essential services. But in any case, a European response is needed”

	Latvia
	Ministry of Health
	
	12 March: Latvia declares state of emergency until 14 April.
Official website (LV & ENG)

25 March: Government provides 102 million in benefits to temporary unemployed - LSM
24 March: Government announced further restrictions to contain virusspread - LSM
24 March: Latvia will only test at-risk group with symptoms for corona from today – LSM 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Latvian government announces 1bn support package (tax breaks, import/export guarantees) - LSM
	

	Lithuania
	Ministry of Health
	20 March: Lithuania buys 2 million respirators, 6 million masks from China – The Baltic Times
	Official government website (LT & ENG)
COVID-19 official website (LT and ENG)

Lithuanian government announced stimulus measures of at least 1bn euro (tax breaks, loans, interest compensation) - LRT
	23 March: Thermo Fisher Scentific Baltics to supply test kits to Lithuania - DELFI


	Luxemburg
	Ministry of Health

Ministry of Economy
	Mandatory registration for healthcare workers in case of need – RTL 
	Official website and Health care measures 

Official website and Economic measures 

14 March: New stimulus measures for businesses in Luxembourg (bank guarantees) - LS
	

	Malta
	Deputy Prime Minister - Health
	18 March: 35 million euros for health authorities to fight COVID-19 
	Official Information on COVID-19
25 March: Government makes U-turn on nurse’s financial ‘hazard compensation’  - ToM
24 March: Health workers to volunteer for in corona fight - ToM
23 March: Government to discuss further financial aid measures - ToM
Malta is taking various actions:
Banning of all travel to and from France, Germany, Switzerland, Spain and Italy. 

Thermal screening of all passengers arriving at Malta International Airport, Cruise liner and Catamaran Terminals.

The Superintendence of Public Health has created a team for national response

Malta has enhanced its surveillance to detect suspected cases early.

Malta has enhanced its communication with media, advice to clinicians and traveller’s advice.

Preparedness plans at Mater Dei Hospital and Primary Care have been set up to isolate, diagnose and treat any suspected and confirmed cases.

The Maltese government unveils 1.8bn stimulus package (tax deferrals, loan guarantees, econ. Injections) - ToM

	

	Netherlands
	Ministry of Health
	Redistribution of medical devices to healthcare institutions (Masks, gloves, and aprons)

Suppliers are encouraged to prioritize healthcare customers

	Official Website (NL and ENG)

23 March: New measures posed by the Dutch government - NOS
Dutch Minister of Health, Bruins, resigns after collapsing after a speech in Parliament. 

Minister for Health, Bruno Bruins, stated that while it is likely that the Netherlands will eventually have to put in place extra measures, they want to wait as long as possible. 

This falls in line with the trend that we’ve previously mentioned. The Netherlands is taking an incremental and minimalist approach to COVID-19. Prime Minister Rutte affirmed this herd immunity view in a press conference yesterday. 

Schools and non-essential services (restaurants, cafes etc.) are closed until April 3rd.

Quarantine of symptomatic cases and self-quarantined of asymptomatic cases. Elderly to limit contact with people.  


Government advice workers to work from home.

Events with more than 100 people are not allowed. 

The Dutch government outlines stimulus package to harness economy (tax breaks, temporary leave/unemployment compensation, guarantees) - Rijksoverheid

Dutch banks give SMEs half a year extra time for paying back loans - NU
	

	Norway*
	
	24 March: A million face masks have reached Norway – Norway Today
	13 March: Norwegian government presents 6.5bn financial stimulus package (Tax deferral, salary compensation) – The Local

19 March: Norway to reduce payroll taxes and direct more money to regions - Reuters
	

	Poland
	Ministry of Health
	Export ban on the following devices:
· Medical caps 
· Surgical gowns 
· Non-woven aprons 
· Surgical masks 
· Masks for oxygen administration 
· Medical shoe covers 
· Operational clothing 
· Surgical gloves 
· Treatment gloves 
· Electronic thermometers
· And multiple blood glucose test strips 

	Poland introduces “epidemic threat status” (in Polish).

The Office of Competition and Consumer Protection (OCCP) is creating a special unit for monitoring the prices of food and hygienic products, to check whether stores are unfairly inflating prices due to Covid-19 panic. If it proves to be true, OCCP will undertake further measures to limit such practices. 

24 March: Poland brings in new restrictions: Grouping together with more than 2 is prohibited – Radio Poland
18 March: The Polish government announces a 52bn stimulus package (loan guarantees, debt repayments, social contributions) - Bloomberg
	

	Portugal
	Institutional Line
Ministry of Health
Directorate General of Health

Health Authority Line
National Health Authority
	An exception scheme for hiring health professionals is being prepared

The public service broadcasting organisation of Portugal reports the re-enforcing of the stock of national health service by 20%. Direct tender, meaning the NHS will buy directly from companies. Some numbers (30M masks, 42 M gloves, 8M needles, etc.)
	Emergency decree allowing the National Health Service to ignore age limits and re-hire retired doctors while the coronavirus pandemic lasts; overtime limits are also being suspended until further notice.

Events with more  than 5,000 people in open spaces and with more than 1,000 in closed spaces should be cancelled or postponed.


Two public schools in the Algarve are now closed; the region’s university has put a moratorium on the acceptance of foreign exchange students; libraries, swimming pools, sports pavilions event and exhibition centres have shut till March 20, 

Visits to hospitals and homes in the Northern region are temporarily suspended.

The Portuguese government presents 2.3 billion euros package (tax deferral, soft loans) - Reuters

Portugal has entered a state of emergency for 15 days.
	APORMED’s recommendations on COVID-19

APIFARMA’s recommendations on COVID-19




	Romania
	Ministry of health
	24 March: Romanian President urges to do whatever to provide PPE to hospital staff – Romania Journal
18 March: Romania stops thousands of masks on the way to Italy

In spite of the EU Commission trying to coordinate against such actions, Romania has introduced an export ban on medicine for 6 months.

	Romania enters state of emergency
24 March: Romania falls short 40,000 in medical staff to handle epidemic – Romania Journal
24 March: Romanian PM announces total quarantine as of 25 March – Romania Journal

Prohibition of events/gatherings involving more than 1000 people.

The Romanian government presents 1bn euro package to stimulate the economy (loan guarantees, technical unemployment coverage) – Romania Insider
	

	Slovakia
	Public Health Authority
	
	Measures taken on 10 March 2020

24 March: Schools to remain closed until further notice - Spectator
24 March: The Slovak Government adds new restrictions to the existing measures – Slovak Spectator
16 March: The Slovak Government presents measures to support businesses (tax deferrals, loan payment deferrals) - Bloomberg
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	General Measures regarding corona in Slovenia

24 March: Government announces 2 billion euro stimulus package (loan guarantees, basic income and allowances) – Slovenia Times
18 March: The Slovenian government helps borrowers (loan payment deferral) – GOV.si
	

	Spain
	Ministry of Health (Mr Illa)
	Order SND / 233/2020, of March 15 declaring the state of alarm for the management of the health crisis situation caused by COVID-19 (ES). It asks to any entity that has stocks and production capabilities of listed products to notify the ministry of health immediately. Deadline is Wednesday, 18 March 2020. Non-compliance brings huge fines, up to 600k EUR and five years in prison.

18 March: The Spanish government will set up a commission to assess “with rigor” the state of the public health system and put forward recommendations for its improvement.

Private healthcare providers in Spain have been effectively nationalised and taken under the control of the Health Ministry for the duration of the crisis.

The Government is planning to:
Centralized purchase by the Ministry of Health (INGESA) of prevention products: A centralized acquisition of masks for the entire National Health System through Ingesa is being prepared by the Ministry of Health. Fenin is in contact with INGESA to collaborate in this project.

Identification of suppliers of PPE: In order to collaborate with the Health Administrations that ask us for help, Fenin will now identify the supplier companies that have protection products (masks, gowns, gloves, ...) as well as those that have technologies for the diagnosis of Coronavirus (equipment, reagents, ...). Fenin sent an email to their members to ask them to notify Fenin and provide a contact person.

The Government has announced that it will transfer €210m to all regional administrations in order to fund health services. – El Pais
	Spain goes in Lockdown for 15 days

The Spanish Government instructs people to stay at home for two weeks, and closes bars, restaurants, cafes and cinemas

23 March: Spanish airports and ports closed to slow spread of virus – El País
23 March: Spanish PM calls EU to come up with Corona ‘Marshall Plan’ – El País
18 March: Spain unveils a 200bn economic support package (credit guarantees, loans) - Euractiv

Medical visits: some Autonomous Communities (Basque Country, Asturias, ...) are limiting medical visits.



	FENIN’s latest Press Release (19 March)

Cancellations and postponements of different medical conferences and conferences:
· Postponement of Expodental to July 2,3,4, 2020
· Cancellation of the XIII Annual Conference of Biomedical Research Platforms
· Deferral of Infarma
· WomeDD (Women Medical Device Design) postponement
· 

	Sweden
	Ministry of Health
	
	Government Response to COVID-19

Official Information about COVID-19

Swedish government launches 26bn euro of economic measures (paying sick leave, VAT relief) - Reuters

Parliament voted to give government mandate to close schools, effective of 23 March


	Swedish MedTech’s communication to members about impact of COVID-19

	Switzerland*
	Federal Office of Public Health (FOPH)
	25 March: Medical goods from the EU remain blocked - SwissInfo
	COVID-19 Official Website (FR, DE, IT, EN)

25 March: Switzerland extends border controls to all Schengen states - SwissInfo
The Swiss government announced 10bn euros for economic relief measures (covering partial unemployment) – the Local
	Swiss Medtech latest info on COVID-19 and EU export ban

	United Kingdom*
	Secretary of Health
	All non-urgent NHS elective operations are being postponed for at least three months.  

20 March: Britain to produce thousands of ventilators achieving results as top companies produced a prototype to be ready for use in hospitals by the end of next week - Reuters

2020 Budget:
£10 million for boosting levels of COVID19 diagnostic testing, via PHE.

Confirming £200 million for hospitals to replace old diagnostics equipment.

Increasing the research & development budget to £22 billion a year - 0.8% of GDP.

A specific £200 million pot for life sciences research was also announced via the British Business Bank.

£400 million for university-based research intended primarily for locations outside London and the South East.

£30 million more for COVID19 research via NIHR.

SMEs: The Government willpick up the bill for statutory sick pay if they are to fall ill with the virus.


	UK Government Official Response

COVID-19: guidance for employees, employers and businesses

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020

24 March: UK Government outlines strict new measures to tackle the spread of the coronavirus - BBC
23 March: House of Commons to discuss Coronavirus bill on Monday - BBC
19 March: The Government published the Coronavirus bill, aimed at supporting provisions of public services and food supply, restricting movement.

17 March: UK government presents 330bn pound stimulus package (tax cuts, grants, mortgage breaks) - Telegraph


	ABHI’s Statement on Ventilator Challenge
ABHI’s Update to Members on COVID-19

General info from BIVDA
Statement by BIVDA, “New DFID funding announced for Coronavirus testing”

ABHI: UK issued a ventilator challenge, involving companies that do not operate specifically in the medtech sector 

	International
	
	· Will USA use Defense Protection Act to claim US made medical equipment? (Dutch) - NOS
	· 25 March: US senate agrees 1.8 trillion dollars - BBC
· 25 March: India enters total lockdown - BBC
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