Background on Turkey
The government has placed an emphasis on developing its healthcare system, with the goal of establishing a Universal Healthcare System by 2013 as part of its ongoing reforms for the healthcare sector. In 2006, the government formed the Social Security Institution (SSI), which effectively merged the various social security (health insurance) organisations namely SSK, BagKur and Emekli Sandigi.

The prospects for the medical device market in Turkey remain good; buoyed by strong import growth trends, for which the country relies heavily on, and the expansion of healthcare facilities coupled with rising health expenditure should see the market grow at an attractive rate of 6.5% in the 2009-2014 period. The market is currently the largest in the region, and is among the top 30 in the world.
Healthcare expenditure has grown steadily, and based on latest estimates, accounts for 8.4% of GDP. Healthcare funding comes mainly from the public sector, which accounts for over 70% of total expenditure, mainly from central & local governments and social security programmes. 

Medical devices and equipment from Europe and the USA should face little trouble entering the market, especially considering Turkey is working on aligning its legislation and registration procedures with that of the EU, where it hopes to become a member. The alignment process, however, is incomplete and so the environment is still not identical to that found in the EU. Negotiations for EU accession, which started in 2005, are still ongoing and are expected to at least take several more years.
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