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Written into the Memorandum of Understanding with Brazil and a topic of increasing bilateral interest since, has been improving access to Primary Care. This was a predominating theme during SofS’s visit to Brazil in February 2008 and emerged as the priority subject during Dr Temporao’s inward mission to the United Kingdom in September 2009. 

Specifically, the Brazilian Ministry of Health is keen to implement the integrated Primary Care Resource Centre model, procured through the PPP process. This is the type of development in which the United Kingdom leads the world (through LIFT) and which was enthusiastically observed by Dr Temporao when he visited Gracefield Gardens Health and Social Care Centre in South London. 

The appeal of the PPP Primary Care Resource Centre model for the Brazilian Ministry of Health is at three levels: 

· Increasing the scope and scale of the ‘walk in centre’ service  model already in evidence in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo 

· Demonstrably improving health care in a way that attracts maximum political attention - LIFT developments can be put on the ground quickly and visibly 

· Providing a vehicle for the implementation of PPP procurement methodologies across Brazilian Government Departments. 

At the culmination of Dr Temporao’s inward mission in September 2009, there was consensus that an important next step in the continuing bilateral relationship with Brazil would be a Primary Care Seminar in Brazil, majoring on the subject of PPP. 

The specific objectives for the PPP in Primary Care Seminar will be: 
· to continue the policy exchange on improving access to Primary Care 

· to illustrate United Kingdom capability in the field of Public Private Partnerships in Primary Care – and other aspects of Primary Care Development 

· to confirm specific programmes of business development in Primary Care 

The scope to deliver a PPP in Primary Care Seminar at Hospitalar in Sao Paulo in May 2010 is currently being assessed. 

