Iraq

The Department of Health is currently hosting the final two cohorts of clinicians under the Clinical Training and Development Programme. At the conclusion of the programme (end November 2009), approximately 350 Iraqi doctors and nurses have been hosted in the United Kingdom to update their clinical skills and to equip them as ‘change agents’ in the rebuilding of the Iraq health care system. In parallel, a further 30 health system leaders have been invited to the United Kingdom to prepare them to work with their clinical colleagues on the major rehabilitation task. 

As the programme nears its conclusion, an opportunity (which was not previously possible) is being taken to promote the achievements of the programme. This activity is being taken forward in conjunction with the UKTI Iraq Healthcare Working Group. The Group continues to meet quarterly to coordinate the expanding trade agenda and is working closely with the new, strengthened UKTI commercial team, based in Baghdad.

A Memorandum of Understanding between the Iraq Ministry of Health and the Academy of the Medical Royal Colleges was signed in December 2008. This agreement is expected to provide longer-term continuity in the relationship with Iraq.  
