For over 200 years the Royal College of Surgeons of England (RCS) has been the focal point of the surgical profession in England, championing surgery and surgeons. The College has a worldwide reputation as a centre of surgical excellence; educating, training, and representing surgeons.

The RCS is a registered charity and is committed to enabling surgeons to achieve and maintain the highest standards of surgical practice and patient care. The College provides leadership and support to the surgical profession and influences policy making that directly impacts on surgeons and their patients. Patients are at the heart of College activity and the safety of patients is therefore the primary focus of its work. 

What the RCS does:
Supervise training of surgeons in approved posts 
Provide educational and practical workshops for surgeons and other medical professionals at all stages of their careers 
Examine trainees to ensure the highest professional standards 
Promote and support surgical research in the UK 
Support audit and evaluation of clinical effectiveness 
Provide support and advice for surgeons in all stages of their careers 
Provide a mechanism whereby trusts can seek independent advice 
House a current and historical information resource centre for surgeons in the library and museums 
Act as an advisory body to the Department of Health, health authorities, Trusts, hospitals and other professional bodies 
Collaborate with other medical and academic organisations in the UK and worldwide. 
Seek to convey the importance of, and provide support for, good, effective communication and interpersonal relationships between patients and surgeons 
 
The history of the RCS:
The origins of the College lie in the union of the Fellowship of Surgeons and the Company of Barbers by Henry VIII in 1540 to form the Company of Barber-Surgeons. They maintained a somewhat uneasy partnership in the 16th and 17th centuries when the degree of surgical intervention was limited.

The 18th century, however, saw the rise of private anatomy schools and the development of an academic basis for surgical practice through the teaching and publications of the leading European surgeons. As a consequence, the number and importance of surgeons increased, along with a firm desire for independent professional recognition.

Thus, in 1745, the surgeons broke away from the barbers to form a separate Company of Surgeons, with its own hall close to the Old Bailey and Newgate Prison. In 1797, the surgeons moved away from the City to property purchased in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. This coincided with the government placing into the care of the College the writings and specimen collection of John Hunter (1728-1793), a surgeon regarded as one of the most distinguished scientists of his day.

In 1800, the Company of Surgeons was granted a Royal Charter to become The Royal College of Surgeons in London, later of England.

A new College building was built to provide lecture theatres, meeting rooms and accommodation for the Hunterian Collection. Although the buildings have been replaced, the College occupies the same site today. Further charters over the years have modified the constitution to reflect changing needs, including the foundation of the Faculties of Anaesthetists (now a separate Royal College), Dental Surgery, General Dental Practice and Accident & Emergency Medicine.

 The College is governed by a President and Council of elected Fellows and invited representatives. A separate Court of Examiners conducts examinations. The College participates in The Senate of Surgery of Great Britain and Ireland which co-ordinates certain professional activities and national bodies.

 New clinical skills until opens:

The Royal College of Surgeons opened the doors on its new state-of-the-art clinical skills unit in spring 2009. The unit was opened by Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal and marked the second phase of the College’s Eagle Project which will provide the UK with one of the most advanced surgical teaching facilities in the World.

The new facilities include a keyhole surgery unit teaching the latest techniques and a unit where the entire range of simulation techniques will be taught, from simple plastic models on which trainees can practice stitching to a complete state of the art simulated operating theatre suite.

The operating theatre has an adjacent control room, with the two separated by one way mirrors. Critical incidents and major disaster scenarios, such as road traffic accidents and life-threatening anaesthetic or surgical complications can be set up while experts observe and provide feedback to the theatre team. The operations and interaction between the surgical team and tutors can also be recorded, allowing for analysis at debriefing sessions to get the most out of the training exercise.

Uniquely, the new unit now extends the benefit of simulation to other vital members of the surgical team - including anaesthetists, radiologists, physicians, cardiologists and theatre nurses. This means that the whole team can participate together in operating theatre emergency scenarios, ensuring they are better equipped to deal with similar incidents when they occur in real hospital operating theatres.

The Wolfson surgical skills centre, phase one of the Eagle Project, was formally opened on October 17 2007.

 Medical Robots: RCS exhibition gives a glimpse into the future of surgery: 

Medical Robots is the theme for the latest exhibition at the Hunterian Museum at the Royal College of Surgeons. The exhibition, which runs from 8 September to 23 December 2009, explores the fascinating world of medical robotics including the pioneering Probot, a robot designed to aid prostate gland surgery, Freehand, a robotic camera holder for keyhole surgery, as well as visionary mini-robots that are designed to crawl and swim inside the human body. 

Exhibits include ‘mini-robots’ which are around 10 to 15 mm in diameter, many of which are still at prototype stage.  Mini-robots featured in the exhibition include the prototype Robotic Camera Pill which will be swallowed by patients in a pill form, doctors would then guide the robots by remote control using images beamed back to a screen.  Also included is the ARES Robot prototype which would require patients to swallow up to 15 different robotic modules. Once inside the body the modules will assemble themselves into a larger device capable of carrying out surgical procedures.

Speaking ahead of the exhibition, Dr Arianna Menciassi, Associate Professor of Biomedical Robotics at Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna, Italy, said: 

“Many mini and micro-robots have biologically inspired designs which emulate the crawling and wriggling motion of worms and insects, or the swimming motion of bacteria.  We turned to biological inspiration because worms have locomotion systems suited to unstructured, slippery environments and are ideally suited for use in the human body.”

