Funding opportunity to develop priority healthcare products

The NHS is inviting healthcare technology companies to get involved in developing key products that will help deliver a better service to the patient.  Funding up to £20K is available for proof of concept studies, and up to £80K for the complete development (see http://competitions.nic.nhs.uk/ChallengeFaq.aspx for more details).

Clinicians working with Ambulance services and Paediatrics have identified six products that do not currently exist, and are asking external suppliers to respond either unilaterally or in collaboration with other companies.

For the Ambulance service, the products are:

•
A new carry chair for moving patients.    

•
A new, easy to use/re-use mechanism for moving patients with a fractured neck of femur 

•
An ‘intelligent’ mattress that can rapidly and non-invasively monitor vital signs and diagnose common conditions.

For Paediatric services, the products are:

•
Improved diagnostic and investigative testing for children 

•
Non (or minimally) invasive technologies that could be carried out at the bedside and offer multiple testing capability

•
Products for children with profound learning and physical difficulties to support them more effectively in the community 

To apply, go to:  http://competitions.nic.nhs.uk/ChallengeList.aspx where each product idea is detailed, including concepts and specifications produced by clinicians working in these areas.

For queries, use the ‘Contact’ form on the NIC web site at www.nic.nhs.uk

Applications for the first phase of developing these products must be submitted to the National Innovation Centre, via the web link above, before 30th September 2009.
