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Malaysia 

Overview

Malaysia has a population of 27 million. A fast growing population, increasing number of elderly citizens have pushed healthcare to the top of the Malaysian government agenda. There is a drive to set up medical centers and government hospitals and to upgrade facilities and the medical system. The healthcare system is comprehensive and public hospitals are cheap given high Government subsidies at Healthcare provided by public and private sector. The government handles 75% of Malaysia's healthcare needs. The Health Ministry provides virtually free services to civil servants, pensioners, their dependents and the poor.

Healthcare has been regarded as once of the more resilient sectors that can weather financial down cycles. Consumers will tighten their belts on most things but not on health.

Industry observers have commented that during the 1997 financial crisis, private hospitals saw about 20% contraction in the number of patients. However, mindful that things have changed and people are better educated, have more health insurance and deeper pockets.  

At present, the public sector accounts for 39,000 or 77% of the total hospital beds in the country, while the private sector accounts for the remainder of about 12,000 beds. There are almost 9,000 doctors in the private sector, compared with about 13,500 doctors employed by the government.

Malaysia devotes only a small portion of its gross domestic product annually to healthcare. Over the years, the Government has consistently spent less than 3% of its GDP on the healthcare sector. The WHO recommended level is 15%. 

Characteristics of Market

9th Malaysia Plan

Malaysia undertakes a 5 yearly annual development plan. We are now in out 9th Malaysia Plan.

Under the 9MP (2006-2010) efforts are taken to consolidate healthcare services, enhance human resource development and optimize resource utilization which are some of the future challenges. Emphasis is given to the changing patter of communicable as well as non-communicable diseases including mental health. The MOH have initiatives at reforming healthcare and the promotion of well being to individual and communities and ensure that all sectors including the elderly and those living in the remote parts of the country are able to receive medical assistance. 

There are promotions of the concept of lifelong wellness and proactive approach to main health through awareness initiatives. There are current concerns following increases of dengue and the government aims to eradicate the incidence of malaria, typhoid and tuberculosis by 2010.

Human resource development is also given high priority to reduce acute shortage in medical and health personnel. Thro’ 9MP training for medical health personnel is enhanced and expanded. To increase the quality and level of professionalism, more hospitals are being encouraged to qualify for Hospital Accreditation Certification. Legislation are being reviewed and formulated to regulate the sector including the safe practice of traditional and complimentary medicines. 
There is a prevalence of road traffic injuries and selected disease such as ischemic heart disease, mental illness, cerebrovascular diseases, cancer, asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes mellitus, dengue, HIV and others.

Prevalence of health risk factors, e.g. tobacco smoking, alcohol consumption, overweight, physical inactivity and others.

The long waiting list at public hospitals has lead Malaysian to seek private healthcare services and the trend is expected to continue. Private healthcare providers in Malaysia includes KPJ Group, Pantai Group, Gleneagles, Sime Darby, Assunta and Columbia Asia. KPJ holds 17% of the private hospital market. The govt recognizes and supports the establishment of single-purpose hospitals which will provide better healthcare in the future.

The number of private hospitals has been rising rapidly, from about 20 hospitals with 1,171 beds in 1980 to 209 hospitals with 11,689 bed in 2008. The government approved licenses for 45 new private hospitals and this will grow the number of beds in the private sectors to 15,178.

Malaysia is a new comer to medical tourism compared with Singapore and Thailand. At the moment, the majority of foreign patients come from surrounding Asian countries and the Middle East. Private hospitals are starting to see an increase in the number of European patients and the numbers of foreign tourists seeking outpatient medical treatment have also increased
Life Sciences

Malaysia is one of the world’s top 12 mega biodiversity centres. The country’s flora is estimated to contain 12,500 species of flowering plants and more than 1,100 species of ferns while its marine ecosystem has the most diverse coral community and a rich variety of life forms with over 4,000 species of marine fishes. 

Malaysia’s biodiversity and the traditional use of plants and herbs as medicines by different cultures provide opportunities for strategic alliances & research partnership or joint discovery in identifying useful compounds in plant and animal species that can tap into the estimated US$100 billion global pharmaceutical market. 

The focus areas for further development in the biotechnology industry are agro-biotechnology, herbal and marine products, biopharmaceuticals (antibodies and vaccines) nutraceuticals, biodiagnostics, and enzymes.

PHARMACEUTICALS 

Malaysian pharmaceutical manufacturers are focusing on high-margin niche segments, adding value to existing products through improved drug-delivery technologies, and increasingly moving into biopharmaceuticals and branded generics including biosimilars in order to remain competitive.

Local manufacturers have also developed and launched off-patent generics and herbal products using their own brands. Currently, the local industry is producing about 25 - 30 per cent of the domestic demand, as well as exporting to the Asia-Pacific Rim countries, the Middle East, Africa, Latin America and Europe. 

Currently, the manufacture of pharmaceuticals and related products (which include pharmaceutical goods, clinical diagnostic reagents, gelatine or gelatine products, intravenous, dialysis or irrigating solutions, vaccines, medicaments) are eligible for normal Pioneer Status or Investments Tax Allowance incentives.

MEDICAL DEVICES 

Malaysia is the world's leading producer and exporter of medical gloves and catheters, supplying 80 per cent of the world market for catheters, and 60 per cent for rubber gloves. 

The production of medical gloves has moved up the value chain, with higher quality and speciality gloves being manufactured such as low protein, powder free medical gloves, safety gloves and clean room gloves.

Other medical device products manufactured in Malaysia include syringes, surgical equipment, blood transfusion sets, blood pressure transducers, dialysis solutions, medical gases, hypodermic /spinal/ AV fistula needles, medical tubes & bags, diagnostic radiographic equipment, orthopaedic products and procedural kits.

There is a strong presence of established supporting industries ranging from sterilisation services, sterile medical packaging, precision engineering and tool and die making to contract moulding and assembly and machinery fabrication in Malaysia. The availability of the supporting industries makes Malaysia an ideal location for the manufacture of medical devices with the potential to be developed into a medical device hub in Asia. 

Opportunities

UK companies have traditionally had success in supplying medical equipment to Malaysia, for hospitals, upgrades/renovations. Joint ventures with Malaysian companies may be available to design and equip the new hospitals or upgrade and renovate existing facilities. 

Training courses for all types of healthcare personnel. Human resource development will be given high priority to address acute shortages in the various categories of medical and health personnel. Universities and other training institutions are keen to develop new healthcare training facilities with courses that are internationally recognised. Courses that are in demand include training for allied health professionals, hospital management, dentistry, vocational training and nursing and patient care type of training. Some private hospitals have training colleges for their staff. Many are keen to take on reputable, internationally recognised courses for various types of healthcare qualifications including vocational training and on the job development.

There are opportunities to supply equipment to new private hospitals and also public hospitals who are being upgraded. Malaysia imports around 85% of the medical equipment and consumables used in the healthcare sector.  The rest comes from locally produced items like rubber gloves & catheters etc.  The market for medical equipment and pharmaceuticals is estimated to grow by around 15% per year. Medicinal and pharmaceutical equipment ranks high in UK's exports to Malaysia.
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Events

LAB ASIA 2009

Date: 
11 - 18 August 2009

Venue: 
Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC) 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Organiser:
ECMI Services Sdn Bhd

23-2, Subang Business Centre

Jalan USJ 9/5Q

47620 Subang Jaya

Selangor, Malaysia
Tel:+603 8023 0820
Fax:+603 8023 0830 

Website: www.ecmi.com.my
Lab Asia will showcase the most recent and state-of-the-art instrument, equipment, process control and automation, and also the latest and more advanced processes in chemical engineering and environmental technology Industry.

SOUTH EAST ASIA HEALTHCARE TRADE MISSION 2009

Date: 
10-18th September 2009

Venue: 
Singapore (10-11 September 09)

Malaysia (14-15 September 09)

Thailand (16-18 September 09) 

Organisers: UK Trade Investment

WORLD MILITARY MEDICINE EXPO 2009

Date: 
5 - 7 October 2009

Venue: 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC) 

Kuala Lumpur City Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Organisers: Ministry of Science, Technology & Innovation (MOSTI)

    
(www.mosti.gov.my)

Malaysian Biotech Corporation Berhad

(www.biotechcorp.com.my)

         Protemp Group


(www.protempgroup.com)

BIO MALAYSIA 2009

Conference & Exhibition

Date: 
17 - 19 November 2009

Venue: 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC) 

Kuala Lumpur City Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Organisers: Protemp Group


(www.protempgroup.com)

