UK Trade & Investment, South Africa – Life Sciences sector: 

Let UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) reduce your market risk by: 

· Helping you enjoy a safe and successful business trip to South Africa, 

· Saving your business time and money.  

Restructuring the healthcare sector in South Africa is a government priority and offers opportunities for the UK.  All government levels as well as the public and private hospital sectors are involved in making healthcare more accessible and affordable for the population. 

The government is currently reviewing facilities around the country in order to decide on renewal and upgrading of hospitals and clinics. Finding funding for such activity is crucial and initiatives such as PPP’s and WHO funding are essential for these projects. 

Perhaps the biggest problem facing the public sector currently is the rising incidence of HIV/AIDS, which is and will continue to place considerable strain on the public health system. Current estimates are that 27.9% of South Africa’s population is infected although in some provinces the figure is estimated to be over 35%. The government is spending increasing amounts on health programmes, specifically relating to the prevention of HIV/AIDS, the control of tuberculosis (TB) and the promotion of healthy living.

The opportunities for British business in this sector are: 

· As outsourcing becomes a key issue in improving hospital service, the role of PPP’s is still critical. The UK will be able to access some of these opportunities by partnering with local hospital groups and healthcare managers. 

· Approximately 70% of all medical devices in South Africa are imported, offering opportunities for UK suppliers of high-tech equipment.  There are a number of agents and distributors who will consider distribution arrangements with UK companies as well as joint ventures or manufacturing under licence agreements.
The British government has prioritised South Africa as one of 17 global emerging markets.  Why?

· Economic pundits envisage a quick return to GDP growth at end 2009 driven by a three year £60bn public infrastructure investment programme (£160bn til 2025), 

· a key business partnership – the UK continues to be South Africa’s largest foreign investor (e.g. BP, Babock and Mott MacDonald) and, 

· 45 direct flights every week between UK/SA (BA, Virgin and SAA).

How can UK Trade & Investment South Africa help your company? 

· Using UKTI gives your company credibility in a new market,  
· A proven track record of commitment, professionalism and market knowledge, 
· We offer a flexible, tailor-made programme of support for your business, 
· Our extensive range of business services offer you value for money - £16 of business benefit for every £1 spent when using UKTI services.
For more information: augustine.mandigora@fco.gov.uk 

www.ukti.gov.uk - British Airways has offered UK Trade & Investment 4,000 international return flights for its UK-based SME customers. Car hire firm Avis and international hotel group Accor have both announced they’d like to work with UKTI in adding to the free flight package.

