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Department of Health International (DH I) Quarterly Update
Welcome to the first of Department of Health International’s quarterly contributions to this newsletter. 

We aim to provide a brief overview of our current activities both in the UK and abroad.

For more information, please contact Steve Brown via email on: 
stephen.brown@dh.gsi.gov.uk
Outward Missions

During the last quarter, Department of Health International (DH I) has been involved in the following outward missions:

March 2009 – Libya

The former Head of DH International Mr Stuart Smalley carried out a follow up visit to an earlier ministerial visit.

June 2009 – Libya
Helen McKenna, the new Head of DH International accompanied the Secretary of State for Health out to Libya. Andy Burnham MP met the recently appointed Health Minister, Mr Hijazi to discuss Libya’s health agenda and areas for collaboration. The Libyan Ministry of Health is keen to make arrangements for doctors to train in the UK.
June 2009 – Brazil

Paul Phillips, CEO of the East Midlands Ambulance Service carried out a training exchange programme between UK and Brazil.

INWARD VISITS

During the last quarter, DH has hosted the following visits:

April
- Lebanon - Minister of Health

Subjects covered:

· Now NHS organisations work together in areas of purchasing and administration.
· Commercial links between the two countries. 

June
- Brazil - Unimed Belo Horizonte
Subjects covered:

· Introduction to the NHS. 

· The organisation of primary care and the interaction with secondary care. 
· NHS Connecting for Health. 
· Health Promotion.

Other Matters

New Head of DHI
Helen McKenna is now welcomed as the new Head of DH International. She takes over from Stuart Smalley who still contributes to the department on a consultancy basis. 
Feb 2008 – Brazil – visit by Former Secretary of State for Health, Alan Johnson. 

The former Secretary of State and the Brazilian Health Minister Dr Jose Temporao agreed that 2008/2009 would be a ’Year of Health’ bilateral cooperation. 

During the year of cooperation, which ended 31 March 2009, an active programme of reciprocal visits, exchanges of information and Ministerial meetings took place. Subjects covered under the ‘Year of Health were:

· Primary Care

· Social Determinants of Health

· Development and Hospital Management. 

Both countries judged the programme of collaboration to be mutually beneficial, giving renewed impetus to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), signed between Brazil and the UK in March 2006. 

The Year of Health has strengthened links with Rio De Janeiro and Sao Paulo State Health Departments. Ministry of Health relations in Brasilia will benefit from a planned visit to the UK by Dr Temporao in September 2009. 

Joint Economic Trade Committee (JETCO) coordinated trade links with Brazil continue to develop; demonstrated by rapidly increased numbers of British companies attending the Sao Paulo Hospitalar Trade Exhibition. 

Although Primary Care has emerged as a dominant theme on which to base continuing collaboration, DH International is keen to take the advice of partner organisations in focusing the future direction of the MoU.

Iraq – Department of Health’s Iraq Clinical Training and Development Programme. 

· Implemented in 2007 and now entering its final phase of delivery

· Since inception, the UK has hosted nearly 300 Iraqi doctors and nurses, to update their clinical skills and equip them as ‘change agents’ in the rebuilding of the Iraq health care system.

· A further 30 health system leaders have been invited to the UK to prepare them to work with their clinical colleagues on the major rehabilitation task. 

· Success of the HLSP managed programme was highlighted at a Stakeholder Conference in London on 28th May 2009 where participants presented case studies illustrating how their learning had enabled them to bring about tangible improvements in the Iraqi health system. 

· When completed in November 2009, 400 clinicians and health system leaders will have benefitted from the programme. 

· A MoU between the Iraq Ministry of Health and the Academy of the Medical Royal Colleges was signed in December 2008. This is expected to provide longer-term continuity in the relationship with Iraq.  

INNOVATION EXPO  18-19 JUNE 2009 Excel, LONDON

The Department of Health recently organised and hosted Innovation EXPO 2009.

UKTI and DH International Division Stand 
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This very successful and high profile event featured outstanding healthcare innovations from academia and the public and private sectors. Without doubt, this was a first class example of UK’s excellent innovation, technology and leadership. 

Ministers from BIS/UKTI and DH attended and a number of important and inspirational speeches were made by ministers and leading industrialists.

The International Division teamed up, once again, with UKTI’s Health Sector Team and organised a joint stand to promote government services to UK’s export industry.
DH and UKTI colleagues also ran a series of well-attended seminars, Chaired by DH International’s new Head, Helen McKenna. The seminars featured Nick Banatvala, Head of Global Health, who gave a well-received overview of Government’s Global Health Strategy. Stuart Smalley, International Advisor went on to demonstrate a successful collaborative project known as UK/China Partners in Health Innovation.

Finally, Louise Shearer and Kevin Wilson, International Specialist Advisers from UKTI provided an informative preview of UKTI’s new Marketing Strategy aimed to send clearer messages about the UK’s leading edge science and technology.
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