Singapore – Third Medical School

The Singapore government has approached one of the three universities here – Nanyang Technological University (NTU – www.ntu.edu.sg)  – to submit proposals to establish a third medical school to help ease Singapore’s shortage of doctors.  NTU was chosen for its strong biological and biomedical sciences base built up in recent years.

Currently there are two medical schools – the Yong Loo Lin medical school at the National University of Singapore (http://medicine.nus.edu.sg) established in 1905, which trains 260 doctors annually,  and the Duke-NUS medical school (www.duke-nus.edu.sg), set up in collaboration with Duke University, USA, that trains 50 post graduate students yearly as clinician scientists, geared towards Singapore’s ambitions to develop the biomedical sciences sector and its translational medicine efforts. 

Overseas doctors trained at 160 medical schools are approved by the Ministry of Health to practise in Singapore. The public healthcare sector has had to recruit 1,000 foreign trained doctors in the last 3 years, to cope with the shortage.   As Singapore’s population is around 5 million, and the general standard of medical education provision is one medical school for two million people, the Health and Education Ministers consider that Singapore should start planning for a third school now. The new school is envisaged to train 100 – 150 students per year.

An 13-member NTU advisory panel, chaired by the NTU President, has been set up to come up with proposals and to submit a plan in the next 6 – 12 months.  The Minister for Health has advised NTU to explore various collaborative models and possibly even partnerships with reputable overseas medical schools that are at the forefront of medical education, to help transform the way medicine is taught and practised in Singapore.

With a growing and greying population and increasing demands on the healthcare system, the new medical school at NTU will be positioned for the future and will have a different approach to the two existing schools.  It will leverage on NTU’s strengths in engineering and business, where doctors will also be trained in IT and technology, to help Singapore continue to deliver cost-effective healthcare.  Imperial College London that draws on its strengths in engineering and science is cited as a model for the NTU medical school.
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