



ABHI’s Mission:
ABHI is the Industry Association for the UK medical technology sector.  Its aim is to promote the rapid adoption of medical technologies to ensure optimum patient outcomes.
ABHI’s International Aim:
The ABHI aims to assist members to access and grow business in markets around the world, and to provide opportunities to actively meet new customers whilst promoting the UK medical device industry in a competitive global environment.
International Assistance provided to ABHI members:

· International Policy Group (IPG) :  Senior members of Industry sits on ABHI’s IPG who meet 3-4 times a year covering pertinent international issues within the Industry, as well as providing a steer for ABHI’s international department.  It is also through the IPG that ABHI engages Government with key international policy matters. 
· Business Opportunities obtained through leads received from overseas Commercial Officers as well as distributor/buyer contacts overseas
· Market Intelligence aided by ABHI’s access to Espicom’s Market Intelligence Reports
· Assistance with attending trade missions, exhibitions and seminars overseas

· Global Export Clubs held 10 times year, each with a different international theme

· Members’ International Help Desk: Responding to international queries including regulatory and other trade issues, either directly or offering a sign-posting facility* 

· Working Groups: Either ABHI personnel, or nominated personnel from its International Policy Group, sits on Government Working Groups.  As such, any issues regarding issues within the specific Working Groups can be addressed at the meetings.

*
 Theresa Ashford, ABHI’s International Business Co-ordinator, has more than 12 
years’ experience within the medical device industry.  In addition to co-ordinating 
business opportunities, Theresa has organised several Healthcare Trade Missions, taking 
the lead on Industry Trade Missions to China, Mexico and Poland.  
