 

 

Japan is the world third largest market for medical devices after the US and EU.  The market size in 2007 was 2,131,385 million yen (GBP 14,699 million in 2007 @ GBP 1 = 145 yen), 47.9% of which was supplied by overseas manufacturers predominantly by the US (ie 55.7% of total imports).  UK was ranked 8th by achieving 22,948 million sales (ie GBP 158.3 million) and has been seeing constant sales increase in recent years.  
 

The market is always looking for new products and will welcome our introduction of new British suppliers; but especial opportunities exist with advanced and innovative products especially in the areas of infection control, preventative healthcare, diagnostics, oncology, cardiology, cerebrovascular and pain control.  Introduction of innovative products categorised into Class I will also have comparably higher potential to attract importer's interest.
 

Japan is such a competitive and sophisticated market and getting an approval from the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare may be challenging.  However, once you have identified the right Japanese partner(s) and established good and firm relationship with them, you can expect a long term business.  
 

The LifeScience Team in the Consulate-General in Osaka and the British Embassy in Tokyo are more than happy to be of your assistance with an investigation and/or establishment of your business in Japan through an introduction of your products and/or services in our Healthcare/Bio Newsletter (issued 4 times a year) or by undertaking a UKTI's tailor made market research called Overseas Market Introduction Service (OMIS).  UKTI also organises a healthcare trade mission to Japan every year and the next one is planned for February 2010.  If you are interested in any of these or if you require any information about Japan, please contact Hitomi Nakai, Senior Commercial Officer, British Consulate-General, Osaka  (hitomi.nakai@fco.gov.uk) or Naoko Takei, Senior Commercial Officer, British Embassy Tokyo (naoko.takei@fco.gov.uk).
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