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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the first edition of the GAMBICA Export-Newsletter.  Our aim is to produce this newsletter 3 times a year, providing exporting members of the association, and non members, with news and information about events & issues of relevance and (we hope) interest to our industry.

As many of you will be aware GAMBICA co-ordinates a number of supported group participations at various overseas events throughout the year, most of which are supported by UK Trade & Investment (UKTI).  More information on the support and advice provided by UKTI later.

Over the past five years GAMBICA has taken 462 participants to 39 overseas trade shows.  Of these 285 received UKTI funding towards the cost of their participation, totalling just under £450,000.  We know of millions of pounds of business that have resulted from this support.   We also know of many who do not take advantage of this and, whilst we are not talking about huge amounts of money – every little helps, these days.  The process of claiming the funding is not onerous and for many shows UKTI, in association with ourselves and other group organisers, provide a number of value-adding event/services and other non-financial assistance.  These can include targetted promotion of UK participants via overseas Posts, production of high quality group brochures, organisation of ‘Meet the Buyer’ events, heavily subsidised (sometimes free) interpreter services.

Sadly, recent years have seen levels of funding drop, as the eligibility criteria tightened.  However, we, and many of our fellow Accredited Trade Organisations (ATOs), never miss an opportunity to ‘bang the drums’.  In recent months we had spent some time speaking to shadow ministers before the election and will, when the dust settles, start lobbying the new ministers relevant to our sector to try and explain the importance of the scheme and the need to ensure continuance, if not increasing financial levels and availability, of the scheme.

GAMBICA’s overseas activities are not restricted to trade show participation.  We run a very active Export Group which meets twice a year (usually one in London, one in the sticks!).  Normally we have two or three guest speakers (from government, industry and professional institutions) on a range of topics and issues affecting exports.  A popular part of the meeting is an informal (non documented – rugby tour rules) round table discussion between exporting members on everything and anything of interest – financial issues, travel, overseas event evaluation and occasionally – good old fashioned ‘gossip’.  

Whilst the Export Group is generally open to members only.  Non members (who may be considering joining the association) are welcome.  If you would like to come along to our next meeting, as a guest, please contact Tim Collins.

The next meeting will be held in December in London, and will be the 100th Meeting of the Export Group.  So promises to be a good one.   More information in our next edition (due end September).

General Export Trends (including exhibition survey, then results)

Finally, you have been included on the circulation list for the newsletter as you have, in the past, either participated with us at an export event and/or have requested that we send details of our export activities.  We hope you find the contents of interest and would welcome comments and suggestions as to future editions (preferably complimentary!!).  If, however, you do not wish to continue receiving the Export Newsletter, or would like to suggest changes to contact details etc, please do let me know and we will amend our records accordingly. 

Kirsty Roberts, International Event Manager




Analytica China, Shanghai, 15/17 September 2010
Laboratory Technology, Analysis, Biotechnology & Diagnostics.  Organised by Messe Munich (ANALYTICA) the fifth Analytica China will take place at the Shanghai New International Expo Center from 15/17 September 2010.  A total of 342 exhibiting companies participated at Analytica 2008, representing a 26.7% increase on 2006.  Visitor figures also increased by an impressive 53.6% to 13,146.  More information available at www.analytica.de.

Medica, Dusseldorf, 17/20 November 2010
Laboratory Medicine, Technology & Diagnostics.  MEDICA is one of the top ranking, truly international, medical, laboratory technology and diagnostics fairs worldwide.  Full information on the exhibition is available at www.medica.de.  

MEDLAB, Dubai, 24/27 January 2011
Often described as the "Medica for the Middle East", ARAB HEALTH entered it's 35th year in 2010 with increases of around 20%, from 2009, to visitor figures (66,000) and exhibition area.  MEDLAB is an integral, and the fastest growing, sector of ARAB HEALTH, and is the only dedicated medical laboratory & instrumentation event in the Middle East.  For more information on the event visit www.arabhealthonline.com.

Chemtech, Mumbai, 23/26 February 2011
Chemtech * Pharma-Bio * Automation * WaterEx.  2011 will see the 25th edition of the ChemTECH World Expo at the Bombay Exhibition Centre, Goregaon, Mumbai.  The show covers the chemical, pharmaceutical, biotechnology, environment, automation & control, energy & power and metallurgy industries.  In 2009 the event attracted some 40,000 visitors and over 1,100 exhibitors.  Further details available at www.chemtech-online.com.

Pittcon, Atlanta, 14/17 March 2011
Analytical Chemistry & Applied Spectroscopy.  The Pittsburgh Conference (Pittcon) is the major US trade show for the general laboratory and analytical instrumentation sector.  In 2010 Pittcon Orlando attracted nearly 17,000 visitors.   Full information on the show is available on www.pittcon.org.

