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	UK Company launches Middle East’s first portable home haemodialysis machine at Arab Health 2010


An exciting innovation which is expected to transform the lives of haemodialysis patients across the Middle East will be exclusively launched on 25th January 2010 during an unveiling ceremony by Lord Ara Darzi - an eminent British surgeon and former UK Government Health Minister. Lord Darzi who originates from Iraq and is of Armenian parental descent was recently appointed as a new private sector business ambassador by the UK government.

The unveiling will take place at 11.00 am on Kimal plc’s exhibition stand at Arab Health in the Dubai World Trade Centre. The stand number is XC01 in the main concourse. 

The NxStage System One home haemodialysis machine, which is only 17 inches high and 17 inches wide, is being introduced into the Middle East on a targeted basis by leading UK company, Kimal plc. The company is initially focussing on two key areas in the region, namely Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Kimal is keen to ensure that these two key areas are fully covered and benefit from excellent practical and clinical support before extending further afield in the region, possibly in early 2011. 

Attending the unveiling will be specially invited senior clinicians from both the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as well as the United Arab Emirates. Senior representatives from UKTI (the United Kingdom Trade & Investment organisation) as well as UK trade associations including the ABHI (Association of British Healthcare Industries) will also be attending.

Kimal representatives will include Chief Executive Alan Press, Kimal Middle East Sales Manager, Brian Deane who is based in Sharjah. In addition, attendees can discuss this new innovation with the NxStage Clinical Director of Nursing, Mrs Kay Deck and the UK based Kimal equipment manger Mr Andrew Freeman.
It is reported that by 2010 there will be 2 million patients worldwide requiring ‘End Stage Renal Disease’ treatment.  In the Middle East, there are presently over 100,000 patients requiring haemodialysis treatment, including over 1900 in the UAE alone. UAE treatment needs are increasing by 15 - 20% each year. Factors behind this rise include the ageing population, increase in obesity and lack of donor organs.  
Patients currently have to travel to and from hospital-based renal centres many times a week to receive treatment. With the new NxStage treatment programme, patients and their partners will spend a relatively short time being trained on home dialysis in their renal centre. Upon completion of the training, they can take the system home and, as the machine is portable, they can potentially go on holiday with NxStage!

Kimal has a number of patients in the UK successfully using ‘System One’ at home. Kimal Corporate Marketing Manager, Ken Findlay, says: “Their lives have been transformed by being able to dialyse at home. Patients comment that they enjoy a fuller life, socialise more with friends and family and, importantly, feel so much better and enjoy a greater zest for life!”

Benefits of the NxStage System One include:

· Less disruption to patient’s normal life

· The freeing up of hospital beds and medical staff

· Patients do not have to build additional domestic infrastructure to install the machine

· No travelling to and from hospital/clinic for routine dialysis treatments with consequent journey stress

· Ability for patient to dialyse at convenient time in a familiar family environment

· The opportunity for patients to increase their frequency of treatment; home haemodialysis which allows for every day and fewer hours versus typically 3 times per week in clinic for 4 hours per session 

Findlay adds: “This new generation of technology has not only reduced the dialysis machine to the size of a portable TV or table-top sewing machine, but the box it sits on actually converts ordinary tap water into the liquid dialysate needed to carry out the treatment, massively reducing the storage requirement, thus making the whole process truly user friendly.” 

Following the unveiling, visitors to the Kimal stand (XCO1) in the main concourse of the World Trade Centre will be able to see the new machine, view a testimonial video from real patients and discuss NxStage System One with members of the company’s clinical support team, all in the comfort of a traditional sitting room environment.
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