[image: image1.jpg]abhi



NEWS RELEASE

Date:

Thursday 10 December 2009
Embargo:
None 
Contacts: 
Dan Jones 020 7960 4360 or 07841731970

Or Daniel.jones@abhi.org.uk

ABHI Welcomes Recognition of Role for Industry in Delivering Great Healthcare

ABHI welcomes the publication today by the Department of Health of NHS 2010–2015: from good to great.  

 

Peter Ellingworth, Chief Executive of the Association of British Healthcare Industries, said:  

"ABHI strongly endorses the Secretary of State’s statement that 'meeting the productivity challenge is crucial to [the NHS's] continued success'.  

 

Industry is used to this productivity challenge and recognises the need to work in different ways with the NHS in this new financial climate.    

 

We welcomed the recent launch of the new NHS Life Sciences Innovation Delivery Board which will help industry and the NHS make this happen. Change will be required on both sides."

 

Today's Department of Health report highlights the need for the NHS to think innovatively about how it can engage with other stakeholders, such as the life sciences industry, to achieve its aims.  It talks about the NHS working with industry as partner, to develop a business-to-business - rather than simply a customer/supplier - relationship.  ABHI looks forward to helping bring industry together with the NHS to achieve this. 

 

Today's separate publication of Strength and Opportunity, the Bioscience & Health Technology Database by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills draws attention to the size of the medical technology industry, which has over 2,700 companies in the UK, generating over £10bn of turnover and employing 52,000 people in primarily small and medium size enterprises.  

 

Peter Ellingworth added: 

"Medical technology is a substantial industry sector. Recent figures from the Office for National Statistics show that medical technology costs do not drive healthcare costs, contrary to common misconceptions.  We look forward to demonstrating how technology can help keep costs down as we develop a deeper relationship with the NHS along the lines set out by the Secretary of State". 

 

- ENDS -

Notes to editors

The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the industry association for the UK medical devices sector. Our membership is made up of companies that innovate, develop and manufacture the medical technology and devices essential for the NHS. For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
To view the ‘NHS 2010-2015: from good to great’ visit- http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/@sta/@perf/documents/digitalasset/dh_109887.pdf
To view the Bioscience & Health Technology Database visit- http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file53947.pdf 

To view the Office for National Statistics Changing Costs of Public Services report visit- http://www.statistics.gov.uk/articles/nojournal/Relative-Cost-Public-Services.pdf
