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NICE issues positive guidance on spinal cord stimulation 
In a Technology Appraisal Guidance issued today the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) concludes that spinal cord stimulation in the management of chronic pain of neuropathic origin can be considered a “cost-effective use of NHS resources”.

Dr Simon Thomson of the International Neuromodulation Society said:

“This determination is welcomed by all neuropathic pain stakeholders and will bring significant relief to patients suffering from chronic neuropathic pain, who have not responded to conventional treatments. The challenge will now be the implementation of the Guidance so that the appropriate number of procedures is commissioned and referring physicians are aware of this effective and cost-effective treatment option”

Under the new guidance patients who continue to experience chronic pain for at least 6 months, despite the use of conventional pain management, will now be able to access this highly effective treatment. The resulting Guidance on spinal cord stimulation for pain of neuropathic origin now embraces both complex regional pain syndrome (CRPS) and failed back pain surgery syndrome (FBSS) under the umbrella of “pain of a neuropathic origin”.
- ENDS -

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead industry association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community).  For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
· Technology Appraisal Guidance for spinal cord stimulation for chronic pain of neuropathic or ischaemic origin is available on NICE website: http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=12082 
