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Ministerial Visit Highlights Strength of UK Medical Technology Sector
Gareth Thomas MP, Minister for Trade, Investment and Consumer Affairs visited the ABHI run UK Pavilion at the Medica exhibition in Dusseldorf on 20 November 2008.   

Medica is the largest medical technology exhibition in the world; this four day event attracted 137,000 visitors and 4,313 exhibitors, despite the current economic climate. The ABHI run UK Pavilion reached record numbers with nearly a hundred UK small and medium sized companies exhibiting.  
Mr Thomas visited the joint ABHI/UKTI stand at the British Pavilion where he was met by ABHI members and staff. The Minister, whose responsibilities include UK Trade and Investment, trade policy and EU competitiveness, spent time discussing the key issues of the medical technology sector including the need for continuing Government assistance for SMEs looking to export, the availability of soft loans for specific projects in overseas markets and the importance of innovation from SMEs in the healthcare sector.  This was followed by a tour of the UK Pavilion where the Minister met a number of UK companies, including Fertility Focus and Exmoor Innovations. 
Peter Ellingworth, ABHI Chief executive, commented “having the Minister at the exhibition highlights the importance of both the medical device sector’s contribution to the UK economy and the benefits of exhibiting at a large international trade fair, such as Medica. The UK pavilion contained the largest number of companies ever coordinated by the ABHI and I was pleased that the Minister was able to witness first-hand the strength of the sector and see some of the innovative products they produce”. 
The ABHI organises a number of UK pavilions at exhibitions globally, with Government support, to assist UK companies improve their export performance.  
-END-
Pictures- from left to right- Gareth Thomas, Peter Tibber, Consul General and Brian East of Exmoor Innovations. 

The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the industry association for the medical technology sector in the UK.   ABHI members include manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.   Participation in ABHI run UK pavilions is open to all UK companies.
For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
Attached is a list of all companies who exhibited as part of the UK pavilion

[image: image1.png]