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ABHI welcomes Darzi’s recommendations on innovation and access
Lord Darzi’s NHS Next Stage Review Final Report (released today) states that innovation must be central to the NHS.  Andy Taylor, ABHI Policy Director has responded:
“In his review Darzi returns to the problem of uptake of new technologies by the NHS, identified by Wanless in 2001. In the intervening years improvement has been slow so this renewed focus on access is very welcome. Patients in the UK are often amongst the last to benefit from even UK-produced innovations and this clearly needs to be addressed. Patients must be empowered to demand the highest standards of service and quality, with all NICE approved treatments and technologies made available to all patients irrespective of postcode.”
Darzi recommends the formation of “Health Innovation and Education Clusters” composed of all parts of the NHS, academics and industry, and new funding for innovation to be held by Strategic Health Authorities (SHA) and awarded in competitions. Darzi also addresses the problems of access to innovative technologies, and proposes solutions through streamlined technology appraisals, compulsory availability of approved treatments, and a statutory duty to promote innovate for SHAs.  

- ENDS -

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead industry association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community).  For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
