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“Department of Health must stop thinking of medical devices as commodities”, says ABHI Director General

In his keynote address to delegates at the ABHI Innovation Forum yesterday ABHI director general John Wilkinson warned that treating medical devices as commodities would result in a “vicious circle” of worsening patient care in the NHS.

Mr Wilkinson said:

“The drive to save money in the NHS is resulting in trusts taking a very short term view in terms of the value they are actually getting from their purchases. With such strict budgetary controls in place the temptation is to buy older and cheaper technology, which reduces the quality of care resulting in more readmissions and longer hospital stays, leading to a higher overall cost than if the latest equipment was bought in the first place. There is also a worrying tendency to treat medical devices as commodities with essential training and support seen as an optional extra, this of course leads to the misuse of equipment by inadequately trained staff and unnecessary patient suffering as well as an increase in litigation costs.”

Mr Wilkinson called for a collective agreement on the national importance of the medical devices sector as a significant industry with £7.2 billion annual sales, of which £3.5 billion is exports, and providing over 55,000 high skilled UK-based jobs. He stressed the importance of promoting small to medium sized enterprise, which are the source of the vast majority of innovation and essential to the future of the UK industry.

400 delegates attended the ABHI Innovation Forum held at Olympia Conference Centre in London yesterday. The event consisted of panel and round table discussions on issues affecting medical device innovation including accessing funding streams, knowledge transfer, and the NHS supply chain. The event featured an exhibition and provided a forum for attendees from research, manufacturing, supply chain, and venture capital backgrounds to meet and form partnerships.
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Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
