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Report to help improve NHS uptake of medical devices: Government and industry hightlight benefits of innovation in the NHS

The Government and the medical devices industry today publish their report Innovation for health: making a difference. It sets out plans for acceleration of the use of medical innovation more widely across the NHS for the benefit of patients. It also gives a clearer picture of what the medical device industry needs in order to grow and prosper.

This report is the culmination of the joint work taken forward by the Strategic Implementation Group which was set up by the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF) to oversee the implementation of the 9 key HITF outputs.  

Health Minister, Lord Hunt, said: 

“Medical innovation has a major role to play in helping the NHS improve quality of life for patients. This report outlines the achievements gained by Government and industry working in partnership and the further benefits to be realised from our continued co-operation” 

At its final meeting on 26 February 2007, the Strategic Implementation Group agreed six recommendations to take forward: 

· working toward the adoption and implementation of the procurement framework by the NHS involving key stakeholders, including patients, clinicians and industry. The framework will  support the uptake of technologies and innovations which can lead to improvements in healthcare provision, patient safety and value for money;

· a stocktake of existing support mechanisms and of access to private finance for small and medium sized (SMEs) medical device companies and a review of what measures would be needed to address any issues that are identified;

· development of a UK marketing strategy covering both inward investment and export opportunities for the main industry sub-sectors;

· measurement and analysis of the UK healthcare industry environment – further development of key indicators to focus on success factors related to innovation, trade surplus and inward investment;

· Government and industry to play an active role in the European Commission’s inquiry into the competitiveness of the European medical devices industry;

· creation of a new mechanism for continuing the engagement between Government and industry  

Sir Christopher O’Donnell, Chief Executive of Smith & Nephew, said:

"Putting patients at the centre of all that we do is the key to aligning the interests of the Government, the NHS and industry. By focusing on mechanisms which accelerate the rate at which innovative treatments get from the laboratory to the front line of NHS care we can create a virtuous circle.  Patients should get the best treatments in a timely manner and  our industry seeks to convert the creativity of doctors and scientists into innovative technologies to achieve this."

Collaborative working with key stakeholders has enabled practical measures and mechanisms to be identified to help improve patient access to the latest treatments medical technology companies can provide. Key achievements include:

· establishment of a National Innovation Centre which is already beginning to link innovators with appropriate financial, clinical and commercial partners to help them bring promising new products successfully to market

· inclusion of medical devices and technologies within the work programme of the UK Clinical Research Collaboration
· development of a new device evaluation service (the Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing) within the NHS Purchasing and Supply Agency (NHS PASA) to provide objective evidence to support uptake of useful, safe innovative products

· development of a procurement framework for the NHS to embed modern approaches to procurement in the NHS and to deliver increased value for the service of patients

· launch of a training hub to support use by the NHS of advanced training tools for key innovative surgical procedures
· development of two pilot Healthcare Technology Cooperatives from April 2007 to pioneer new technology-based treatments in areas of unmet clinical need
Notes to editor

1. The healthcare industry in the UK is made up of over 2000 companies producing a wide range of medical equipment and devices, ranging from syringes and aids for the disabled to diagnostic test kits, pacemakers, high technology scanners.  Companies include both major international players and small organisations manufacturing niche products.  

2. HITF came about because of the healthcare industries’ wish to develop a strategic dialogue with Government.  Launched in October 2003, it was a joint year-long initiative which addressed a number of issues of common interest and developed solutions or improvements that would bring benefits for patients, the NHS, the national economy and industry.  It focused on market access, R&D and the industrial base, regulatory issues and international trade.  The emerging theme was how to stimulate innovation in the NHS and industry and how to increase adoption of new useful medical technologies.  

3. The Task Force published its report Better health through partnership: a programme for action in November 2004 which set out nine key actions:

development of device evaluation under the new Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing (CEP)  to support more intelligent procurement; more professional approach to procurement, involving clinicians in regional Collaborative Procurement Hubs; creation of a National Innovation Centre (NIC) to support promising new products through development to adoption;

building R&D capacity via the UK Clinical Research Collaboration (UKCRC) to promote more clinical trials with medical devices and technologies in the NHS; development of Healthcare Technology Co-operatives (HTCs) to pioneer new medical technologies in partnership with the NHS, industry and academia; enhancement of the UK role in international regulatory issues via the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA)

development of a focused export strategy; development of training and education in the area of medical technology to ensure staff have the appropriate competencies; improved communication with patients, public and healthcare professionals on the regulatory regime and safety profile of medical devices and technologies.

4. Background to HITF, the HITF report and the SIG report can be found at the DH website on www.advisorybodies.doh.gov.uk/hitf
5. The UK Clinical Research Collaborative (UKCRC) is tasked with speeding up the development of new medicines and treatments from the laboratory to the patient by expanding the number and range of clinical trials.  Its aim is to help bring together clinical teams, primary care trusts, the voluntary sector and industry to increase the number of patients participating in clinical trials.  Its work will initially be targeted on five therapeutic areas.  It is chaired by the Director of R&D of DH and the Board comprises representatives of the main UK funding bodies for clinical research (Departments of Health – England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, OST and MRC, the Association of Medical Research charities, the Wellcome Trust, UK Cancer Research, related industry sectors, the Academy of Medical Scinces and the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges), the NHS Confederation, an SHA, MHRA, NICE and the public. 

6. The Association of British Health-Care Industries (ABHI) brought industry interests together for the HITF process. It worked with other trade associations, including the British In Vitro Diagnostics Association (BIVDA), the British Healthcare Trades Association (BHTA), the Surgical Dressing Manufacturers Association (SDMA), the British Association of Anaesthetic & Respiratory Equipment Manufacturers Association (BAREMA), GAMBICA (representing the interests of companies in the instrumentation, control, automation and laboratory technology industry) and the Association of Healthcare Technology Providers for Imaging, Radiotherapy and Care Manufacturers (AXrEM), and Medilink UK which includes Mediwales, Medical Devices in Scotland and Bio Business Northern Ireland.

Media inquiries only to Hetty Crist in the Department of Health’s Media Centre on 020 7210 5238  email hetty.crist@dh.gsi.gov.uk or Guy Rowlands at ABHI, Tel: 020 7960 4376 email guy.rowland@abhi.org.uk
7. The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
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