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Medical devices highlighted as key to future of UK economy by government advisory body
Medical devices have been selected as one of six new technology areas central to the UK’s future prosperity in a report published today by the Government’s top advisory group on science and technology, the Council for Science and Technology. 

John Wilkinson, Director General of the Association of British Healthcare Industries, welcomed the report:

“This report recognises the importance of the medical technology industry to the UK economy as a creator of jobs and driver of innovation, as well as offering direct societal benefits through improved healthcare. It highlights the sector’s future potential for growth if given the right policy landscape in terms of promotion of innovation, intelligent procurement, and supporting UK start-ups and small to medium-sized enterprises. 

“The report correctly identifies the, ‘potential of the NHS to act as an intelligent market to stimulate innovation’ as a potential UK strength ‘not currently being fulfilled, to the detriment of the UK medical devices sector.’ The industry is working with government through the Ministerial Medical Technology Strategy Group, and the Health Innovation Council to address these issues, and this report will help to drive forward this work.”

The report recommends the following actions:

“We would like to see the Department of Health/NHS pilot a procurement process in medical devices… Although there is some recognition within DH of the importance of the innovation agenda with a number of enablers having been put in place to support innovation at the national level, within the NHS there is little sign yet of material positive impact on attitudes and behaviours. Realising the potential benefits of the NHS will require major initiatives in objectives, reward structures and practice behaviours, as well as in procurement.”

The UK medical devices market is the fourth largest market in Europe (valued at around £7.2bn) behind Germany, France and Italy. Healthcare markets are growing at 7-12% per year and the estimated world market by 2015 is £240bn. Medical devices were chosen from a short-list of 24 new technologies, drawn from a long-list of 100.
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Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
· Council for Science and Technology press release: http://www2.cst.gov.uk/cst/news/Files/cstsfpressrelease.doc and full report “Strategic Decision-making for Technology Policy”: http://www2.cst.gov.uk/cst/reports/files/strategic-decision-making.pdf 

