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UK med-tech companies seek out new markets in China

ABHI and UKTI are organising a UK pavilion at this year’s China Medical Equipment Fair (CMEF), the largest medical device exhibition in the Asia Pacific region, being held in Dalian from 10-13 April 2007. ABHI is always seeking new opportunities for UK companies to access new markets and with UKTI support took a group of companies to China for the first time in 2006, to the CMEF in Shenzhen which saw over 48,000 visiting buyers, distributors and others seeking business opportunities. 

The medical device industry in China is worth an estimated $9.5 billion and expected to increase by 15% per annum. This massive predicted growth, coupled with the relaxing of tariffs and approvals following China's entry to the WTO, means that dynamic companies seeking early market access should reap rewards.

Philip Kennedy, Sales and Marketing Director at Eschmann Equipment and CMEF exhibitor in 2006 and 2007 said:

“China will spend £50 billion over the next five years on a major programme to transform its healthcare delivery system, which will create a high boost in demand for medical devices.  Events like CMEF clearly demonstrate the enormous potential for British companies to capitalise on this growing demand.”

China is one of the world’s most rapidly growing economies and the UK is currently its largest foreign investor, with over 4500 British-invested products. Healthcare is one of the top priority sectors and with a wide range of new products, procedures and services, together with the deployment of information technology and its flagship National Health Service, the UK will help to revolutionise this sector in China in the future. A strong UK presence at CMEF helps increase international awareness of the UK’s strengths in medical expertise and to encourage clinical, academic and commercial partnerships between the UK and China. The members of the UK Pavilion at CMEF 2007 are Bodystat, Eschmann Equipment, Meditech (BNOS), Surgical Innovations and Timesco.

As with all ABHI organised pavilions, exhibitors benefit from the full range of services including assistance with obtaining UKTI grants, administration and logistical support, marketing activities, arranging meetings with commercial officers and buyers at the show as well as the use of ABHI on-site facilities. For information about all ABHI pavilions visit the ABHI exhibitions webpage at www.abhi.org.uk/events/exhibitions/default.aspxcontact or contact the exhibitions team at exhibitions@abhi.org.uk or 020 7960 4360.
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Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
· You can find out more about CMEF from the official website www.cmef.com.cn
