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NEWS RELEASE





14 November 2006

BRITISH INNOVATION TO TAKE CENTRE STAGE AT MEDICA 2006 

Over 250 UK medical technology companies will be exhibiting their products and services at Medica 2006 in Dusseldorf, Germany. Seventy-four of these companies will be part of the UK@Medica pavilion in hall 16, and will be supported by the Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) and UK Trade & Investment (UKTI). These companies join thousands of others from around the world at the sector’s most important event this year.

UK medical technology companies are highly respected within the global medical community and are viewed as world leaders in innovation and quality. For many small and medium-sized UK companies this exhibition is an integral part of their export strategy, providing an essential gateway to new markets.

John Wilkinson, Director General ABHI said: 

“Medica remains a crucial event in the international medical technology landscape.  The ABHI is proud of its involvement in the event and particularly the assistance that we have given, and will continue to give, to hundreds of emerging exporters. Jobs created by British innovation need events like Medica to secure their future. This is more than ever the case today in a UK market environment which is becoming increasingly hostile to smaller manufacturers and suppliers.” 

Andrew Cahn, Chief Executive, UK Trade & Investment said:

“The UK healthcare industry is a major global player and makes an important contribution both in the international market and in the development of new technology. The total value of healthcare products and services exported from the UK in 2005 is estimated at £14bn. 
“Many companies in this sector specialise in niche areas such as diagnostics, bio-device interfaces and lab technologies. Medica provides the perfect occasion for these companies to showcase UK expertise to participants at the show.”

The ABHI and UKTI have a leading role in organising the participation of many of these groundbreaking UK companies.

The UK pavilion consists of a large number of medical device manufactures across a variety of sectors including diagnostics, anaesthesia, sterilisation, instrumentation, infection control, and design & development to name a few.

Medica is one of the largest Healthcare exhibitions in the world attracting interest from all corners of the globe. The 17 halls dwarf any exhibition centre in the UK.  The UK pavilion will be located in hall 16 with many others located across the venue. The exhibition runs from the 15th – 18th November in Dusseldorf, Germany.

- ENDS -

For more information please contact: Guy Rowland 020 7960 4376

or  07841731970 email guy.rowland@abhi.org.uk or James Thomson UKTI 020 7215 8483 email: james.j.thomson@uktradinvest.gov.uk
Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 0207 960 4376 or visit www.abhi.org.uk. The ABHI stand in located in Hall 16, Stand G19-3.
· UK Trade & Investment is the UK Government's international business development organisation, supporting businesses seeking to establish in the UK and helping UK companies grow internationally. The services offered by UK Trade & Investment bring together a network of business sector specialists and support teams in British embassies and Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) posts all around the world, as well as key experts in government departments across the UK. UK Trade & Investment works with a wide range of partner organisations in the UK, including Regional Development Agencies and the Devolved Administrations, Business Links, Chambers of Commerce and trade associations. For more information, visit the web site at www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk UKTI stand is located in Hall 16, Stand F04-4.
