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New Health Technologies Knowledge Transfer Network launched at Institute of Physics

Sir Christopher O’Donnell , Chief Executive of Smith and Nephew, launched a new DTI sponsored initiative at the Institute of Physics in London yesterday with Alan Suggett (Chair) and Sue Dunkerton (Director).

The Health Technologies Knowledge Transfer Network (Health Tech KTN), an outcome of the Healthcare Industries Taskforce (HITF), is a business support initiative with a mission to, “Strengthen the global position of the UK medical device and healthcare sector through a dynamic national network nurturing innovation and technology exploitation.”

Sue Dunkerton, Director of the new Health Technologies KTN, said:

“The launch attracted all members of the medical technology and healthcare community, and really garnered the energy and enthusiasm of people to help in driving the innovation agenda forward. We are now seeing government agencies working closely together and a more joined up approach by all to help deliver new healthcare products and services. We were very pleased to work alongside ABHI for this event, as the whole day emphasised the need for us to work together and utilise the impetus out of HITF to meet the targets set by the HITF report: Better Health through Partnership.”
Sue also highlighted the economic importance of health technologies to the UK. The UK has a £6 billion share of a £120 billion global market- £3 billion of this is UK exports. The UK is home to over 3100 medical technology companies employing around 150,000 people, and has the world’s largest healthcare provider in the NHS.

The launch of the Health Tech KTN was held in conjunction with the ABHI Research and Innovation Forum (speakers presentations attached below).

- ENDS -

Notes to editors

The Health Technologies Knowledge Transfer Network (HealthTech KTN) is the government support initiative created to improve connection between the UK’s science base, clinical base and industry targeted towards innovation and technology exploitation.  It is managed out of TWI Ltd, a leading contract R&D organisation, for further details contact 01223 891162 or visit www.healthtechktn.com
The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 0207 787 3060 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
