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ABHI’s evidence included in Cooksey Review

 

The Cooksey Review, which was published and endorsed by Gordon Brown in his Pre-Budget Speech last Wednesday, has proposed a significant change in the way the UK deals with R&D and innovation and the delivery of healthcare.

John Wilkinson, ABHI Director General has welcomed the findings of the review:

“The ABHI submitted evidence to the Review earlier in the year and we are pleased that it has taken onboard our concerns and recommendations. The Review is significant in that it recommends a long-term strategic approach to the way R&D and innovation are translated into healthcare delivery and the more explicit involvement of industry in achieving this.”  

  

The Review found that currently the Government has no way of signalling its health priorities to the healthcare industries. The UK is at risk of failing to reap the full economic, health and social benefits that the UK’s public investment in health research should generate. The newly established Office for Strategic Coordination of Health Research (OSCHR) will be responsible for communicating the healthcare priorities to improve market signalling with the view to address the unmet health need in the UK through ‘UK Priority Health Research Projects’.

 

Cooksey identified two key gaps in the translation of health research into healthcare delivery.

 

1. Translating ideas from basic and clinical research into the development of new products and approaches to treatment of disease and illness; 

2. Implementing those new products and approaches into clinical practice. 

 

Whilst the Chancellor agreed to ring fence DH and R&D funding, the report further recommends that additional funding, most importantly for Health Technology Assessment should be taken into consideration in the Comprehensive Spending Review. Such funding would support a more positive and pro-active approach towards the uptake of cost effective new ideas and technologies and is a viewpoint that was originally cited in the Wanless Report.

 

Cooksey suggests that ‘Local strategic procurement strategies’ should be set up to develop strategic plans and support for the introduction of new technologies and assessments. This would not only provide a mechanism for explicitly considering the cost effect of new technologies but also the volume effect (how many people could be treated).

 

- ENDS -

Notes to editors

· The Cooksey Review: 
http://www.hmtreasury.gov.uk/pre_budget_report/prebud_pbr06/press_notices/prebud_pbr06_presscooksey.cfm
· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 020 7960 4360 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
