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New ABHI Contrast Media Group highlights gulf in radiology services between UK and rest of Europe

A new medical technology working group, the Contrast Media Special Interest Section (CMSIS), was launched today by the Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI).  One of the big issues the group will be investigating is the impact on patients of delays in accurate diagnosis of serious illness due to low levels of contrast media usage.

This problem is exacerbated by the low numbers of CT and MR scanners in UK hospitals compared to the rest of Europe. OECD figures for 2003 show that the UK has an estimated 5.8 CT scanners per million population compared to 14.7 in Germany, 8.4 in France, and 7.3 in Turkey (see attached table for full figures), and there is a similar situation with MRI scanners.

The Chair of the CMSIS, Bill Pelling, said:

“The aim of this group is to increase awareness of the benefits of contrast media amongst government and regulatory bodies, clinicians (radiologists, radiographers,  cardiologists and others) and other stakeholders. The limited availability of radiology services in the UK, combined with the sporadic use of contrast media in hospitals, means the new group has important work to do in getting the message across to our key audiences.”

Contrast media are solutions that can be administered to patients undergoing scans in order to clarify the resulting image, allowing the radiologist to detect any abnormalities in a patients organs or arteries. This greatly enhances the likelihood of early diagnosis of tumours, narrowing arteries, and other organ defects. Early diagnosis is vital in preventing unnecessary patient suffering, and increasing the speed and success of treatment.

Further detailed objectives of the group, and technical information on contrast media can be found on the ABHI website www.abhi.org.uk

· ENDS –

Notes to editors:

A photograph showing how contrast media applied to a foot allows radiologists to see an MRI scan in greater detail is available from the ABHI. Please contact Guy Rowland on 02077873067 or guy.rowland@abhi.org.uk. 

The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 0207 787 3060 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
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	1980
	1990
	1995
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	
	

	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Australia
	0.7
	13.8
	20.8
	..
	..
	..
	..
	
	

	Austria
	..
	11.7
	24.2 ¹ 
	26.1
	26.6
	27.2
	27.2
	
	

	Belgium
	..
	16.1
	16.7´¹ 
	28.8 ² 
	28.8 ¹ 
	28.8
	28.8´¹ 
	
	

	Canada
	..
	7.1
	8
	9.8 ¹ 
	9.8
	9.8´¹ 
	10.3
	
	

	Czech Republic
	..
	2.1 ¹ 
	6.7
	9.6
	11.4
	12.1
	12.6
	
	

	Denmark
	0.2
	4.3
	7.3
	11.4
	13.2
	13.8
	14.5
	
	

	Finland
	1.5
	9.8
	11.7
	13.5
	13.7
	13.3
	14
	
	

	France
	..
	6.7
	9.2
	9.6
	9
	9.7
	8.4
	
	

	Germany
	..
	6.4 ¹ 
	9
	12.7
	13.3
	14.2
	14.7
	
	

	Greece
	0.6
	6.5
	13.5 ² 
	17.1 ² 
	17.1 ¹ 
	17.1
	17.1´¹ 
	
	

	Hungary
	0.3
	1.9
	4.6
	5.8
	6.4
	6.8
	6.9
	
	

	Iceland
	0
	11.8
	18.7
	21.3
	17.5
	20.9
	20.7
	
	

	Ireland
	..
	4.3
	..
	..
	..
	..
	..
	
	

	Italy
	..
	6
	12.0´¹ 
	20.9
	22.3
	23.4
	24
	
	

	Japan
	14.4 ¹ 
	55.2
	74.7 ¹ 
	84.4´¹ 
	92.6 ¹ 
	92.6
	92.6´¹ 
	
	

	Korea
	..
	12.2 ³ 
	15.5
	28.4
	27.3
	30.9
	31.9
	
	

	Luxembourg
	..
	15.7
	24.5
	25.2
	24.9
	24.7
	26.7
	
	

	Mexico
	..
	..
	0.4 ² 
	0.8
	1.4
	1.5
	1.5
	
	

	Netherlands
	2.6 ¹ 
	7.3
	9.0´² 
	..
	..
	..
	..
	
	

	New Zealand
	..
	3.6
	7.5 ¹ 
	8.8
	10.6
	11.2
	11.5
	
	

	Norway
	..
	..
	..
	..
	..
	..
	..
	
	

	Poland
	0.1
	0.1´¹ 
	3.5 ³ 
	4.4
	5.2
	5.8
	6.3
	
	

	Portugal
	..
	4.5
	12.1 ² 
	12.1´³ 
	12.8 ² 
	12.8 ¹ 
	12.8
	
	

	Slovak Republic
	..
	..
	..
	8.7 ³ 
	8.7 ² 
	8.7 ¹ 
	8.7
	
	

	Spain
	 
	4.4´² 
	8.3
	12
	12.4
	12.9
	13
	
	

	Sweden
	1.9
	10.5
	13.8´² 
	14.2´¹ 
	14.2´² 
	14.2´³ 
	..
	
	

	Switzerland
	..
	
	18.3 ² 
	18.5
	17.6
	18
	18
	
	

	Turkey
	..
	1.6
	2.9´¹ 
	7.1´¹ 
	7.5 ¹ 
	7.5
	7.3
	
	

	United Kingdom
	..
	..
	..
	4.4 e
	5.8 e
	5.8´¹e
	5.8´²e
	
	

	United States
	7.3 ²d
	14.6 d
	14.1 d
	13.1 d
	12.8 d
	13.1 d
	13.1´¹d
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions, Sources and Methods per country: www.irdes.fr/ecosante/OCDE/240010.html
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	NOTES:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a)   -1, -2, -3, 1, 2, 3 shows that data refers to 1, 2 or 3 previous or following year(s).
	
	

	b)   Raw numbers for England and Wales have been increased pro-rata to provide estimates for the UK. The private sector is not included.
	
	

	c)   The figures for the US under-estimate considerably the real number of devices in that country, because they refer to the number of hospitals reporting to have at least one of these equipments rather than the total number of equipments in hospitals and in other locations (e.g., specialised clinics).
	
	

	d) "d" means there are differences in methodology; "e" means the data is an estimate.
	
	


