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UK medical donations beat terrorists to save lives at Iraqi teaching hospital

The UK medical technology industry has responded to calls for help by donating vital medical supplies to an Iraqi hospital in a central warzone.

Increased terrorist activity threatened the safe delivery of the British supplies and held up the much-needed resources. However, the essential equipment is currently being installed at the Najaf Teaching Hospital after Allied troops today helped distribute the goods.

The Role of the ABHI

ABHI were initially approached with the plea and made a wider appeal to the UK industry. As the lead trade association for the manufacturers and distributors of medical device technology in the UK its member companies supply the NHS, private healthcare sector and global healthcare markets with a vast array of equipment, ranging from swabs to hi-tech support machines like MRI scanners.

The donated equipment, which is now helping save Iraqi lives, include Babypac Ventilators (pneuPAC), a Cardiology System (Cardionetics), Nebulisers (Clement Clarke), Operating Tables (Eschmann Equipment) and Surgical Instruments/products (Timesco of London , Osteotec and Globus Surgical Ltd).  
Background: Why the Najaf Teaching Hospital?

As a result of intense fighting in Najaf in the summer of 2004, the city was in danger of losing the last of its three hospitals through physical damage to its structure.  The other two were already out-of-action, with the Najaf Teaching Hospital closed due to previous insurgency damage, and the maternity hospital having been taken over by the ING (Iraq National Guard) as a headquarters.

The then Minister of Health, Dr Ala’din Alwan, a British-trained doctor, personally identified the solution to be the re-opening of the Teaching Hospital, and approached the US Authorities to see if Supplemental Budget funds could be diverted from the allocated funding for some mother and child hospital (MCH) reconstruction. The aim was to re-open the teaching hospital with limited facilities as the basic triage centre to handle casualties from the fighting, as well as other trauma situations.     

Coincidentally, the person responsible for the Supplemental Budget for Healthcare was David Raines, a British consultant on secondment to the Americans as the Director of Buildings, Health and Education in Iraq.  Because the Supplemental funds could only be used for re-construction, David suggested that consideration be given to inviting British companies to help with the re-equipping of the teaching hospital through donations.  Subsequent discussions between Richard Hardiman, the First Secretary Commercial in the British Embassy, and David resulted in this idea being taken forward as a British initiative to help the people of Najaf.

David Raines after hearing equipment’s safe arrival and expressed delight saying,

“the UK has provided real practical help to the people of Najaf with some much-needed medical equipment. It will make a real difference to their lives.”
- Ends -

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to advance medical technologies and provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.
· To get an independent comment on health issues from the ABHI Director General John Wilkinson, please contact PR Manager Rory Carroll on 020 7787 3067.

