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Reduction in NICE assessment capacity means patients will miss out on new medical technologies

Cuts to the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) will mean life saving devices and equipment are held back for patients in England and Wales, the Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) warned today.

The decision to scrap one of the three NICE committees that assess new medical technologies will lead to a massive slowdown in new innovations reaching patients. NICE attributes this decision to £3.5 million cuts in funding.

However, the ABHI argues that with the current historic investment in health it makes no sense to cut the gateway to more effective and cost efficient technologies and devices. The ABHI also rejects the Government’s argument that the decision can be justified by a lack of new technologies seeking referral to NICE for assessment.

Despite recent investment, the UK remains one of the slowest adopters of new medical technologies in the developed world, investing less than the European average in the newest innovative devices – as a recent Health Select Committee report highlighted. (http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmhealth.htm#reports)

The government and industry have sought to tackle this through the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF). HITF initiatives aim to speed up development and adoption of new medical technologies within the NHS. The ABHI expressed concern that limiting NICE’s assessment ability will potentially limit the impact of HITF and therefore hurt patient care and long-term savings to the NHS.

John Wilkinson, Director General of the ABHI said:

“It clearly makes no sense to invest heavily in health but at the same time to massively cut investment in making sure the most effective and cost efficient treatments are used. It is certainly not the case that there is a lack of potentially life saving devices and systems that need evaluation.”

“We therefore welcome NICE’s acknowledgement that cutting its capacity will hamper patient access to new medical innovations in England. We would be more than happy to sit down with them and the Government to address this challenge.”
- Ends -

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (not pharmaceuticals) www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to advance medical technologies and provide a forum for policy discussion with the NHS, politicians and interested groups.
· To get an independent comment on health issues from the ABHI Director General John Wilkinson, please contact PR Manager Rory Carroll on 020 7787 3067.
