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ABHI Wins Institute of Export Award

The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) has won a prestigious trade award in recognition of its support for professional exporting qualifications. 

The ABHI received the honour at the Institute of Export’s Annual Gala Awards Dinner, held in Birmingham on Tuesday 13 September. 

The Association is the lead trade association for manufacturers and distributors of medical device technology in the UK.

Its International Department aims to provide member and non-member UK companies with unrivalled export support. It boasts a comprehensive sales leads service, a unique Export Club and the organisation of UK pavilions at three major trade exhibitions each year: Arab Health (Dubai), Hospitalar (Brazil) and Medica (Germany). 

In addition, it regularly arranges trade missions for companies to markets as diverse as Hungary, Poland, Mexico, China and Hong Kong. The International Department also acts as an industry advisor to colleagues in UK Trade & Investment, the government organisation that helps connect overseas markets to UK companies.

ABHI Head of International Business Lila Webley commented: “The 'Professionalism in Trade Award' is wonderful recognition for the work the department does in helping medical device companies win business overseas. We always try to enhance our services to exporters and try to encourage them to see the benefits of  maintaining professionalism through training. It really is an honour to receive this award and it will spur the international team to continually strive to do better.” 

Now in their second year, the Institute of Export’s annual awards are a celebration of export excellence, and are supported by Barclays and UK Trade & Investment. The ‘Professionalism in Trade’ award, sponsored by Stratagem, honours the organisation which, in the opinion of the Institute of Export, demonstrates support for and awareness of the need for relevant (IoEx) qualifications as a basis for professional exporting. 

Chairman of the Institute of Export Andy Nemes said: “We are delighted to honour the Association of British Healthcare Industries with this award. Their commitment to professional standards embodies the Institute of Export’s belief in training and education.” 

ENDS

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to advance medical technologies and provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.
· To get an independent comment on health issues from the ABHI Director General John Wilkinson, please contact PR Manager Rory Carroll on 020 7787 3067.
