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Health select committee report right to emphasise new treatments’ long-term benefits to patients over short-term NHS savings

The findings and recommendations of a new report into the use of new medical technologies within the NHS address some of the main barriers to patients getting the best new treatments, says the Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI).

The leading trade association for the UK’s healthcare technology sector said the report was a welcome addition to the work already underway in improving patient access to medical innovations by government and industry in the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF).

The report outlines that “new medical technologies can improve the quality of life of patients through more efficient and effective treatments”. It also says they “make remote diagnosis and treatment possible; reduce treatment times; and enable clinicians to treat more patients more effectively”.
The ABHI also welcomed the committee’s acknowledgement of widespread concern that Payment by Results (PbR) could restrict the adoption of new treatments if tariffs were not properly set.

John Wilkinson, Director General of the ABHI, said:

“I am broadly encouraged by the committee’s key recommendations. I am sure they will be welcomed by patient groups and feed into the government and industry’s initiatives outlined in HITF that are addressing the slow uptake of new treatments.

“The committee are right however to reflect concerns that adoption of the best new treatments could be hindered by poorly set Health Resource Group (HRG) tariffs when the Payment by Results scheme is introduced.
The recommendations that will make the biggest difference:

· Improved techniques for determining cost effectiveness of new technologies.
· Nationally approved standards for the commissioning of new technologies should be developed to ensure inter-operability.
· Greater engagement of clinical champions for new technologies.
· Address the problems for procurement caused by the inability to move money between budgets.
· Address the NHS preference for short-term savings as opposed to long-term advantages for patients.
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Notes to editors

· John Wilkinson, Director General of the Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) gave oral evidence at the inquiry’s hearing on 3 March 2005.
· The ABHI is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.
