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Medical technologies industry welcomes Government commitment to encourage innovations within the NHS

The medical technologies industry today welcomed the Government’s commitment to encourage the faster adoption of new medical technologies within the NHS.

The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI), which represents the UK medical devices and systems sector, said that the Department of Health’s willingness to addressing the Wanless Report’s concerns of slow adoption of more efficient technologies was critical to delivering better patient care and best value for the NHS.

The ABHI said it would assist the Department’s objectives, including new, better funded systems of evaluating the efficacy and efficiency of new technologies and establishing “regional Collaborative Procurement Hubs supported by local specialists and clinicians” to help the NHS make informed, collective decisions.
The Department of Health issued the statement in response to a Health Select Committee report in April, which examined the benefits of new innovations.  The select committee rightly highlighted the slow uptake of new medical technologies in the NHS. However, it also applauded and endorsed the work carried out by the Department of Health, the Department of Trade and Industry and the UK med tech sector to develop the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF) agenda.

The committee cited silo budgeting and a lack of clinician involvement in evaluation and procurement as reasons for the slow uptake of more new technologies.  It also stated that this sometimes meant patients did not receive the benefits of British medical breakthroughs and the NHS did not receive best value for its expenditure.

John Wilkinson, Director General of the ABHI said:


“We welcome the Government’s commitment to encourage the innovation and adoption of the most efficient technologies from laboratory to patient bedside.


“We will continue to work with the Health Minister, Jane Kennedy MP, on implementing the HITF initiatives.  This will go a long way to ensuring that NHS patients benefit from more efficient, life-saving treatments as quickly as patients in other countries.”

Ends

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (not pharmaceuticals) www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to advance medical technologies and provide a forum for policy discussion with the NHS, politicians and interested groups.
· The Health Select Committee Report: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200405/cmselect/cmhealth/398/39802.htm
· The HITF report: http://www.advisorybodies.doh.gov.uk/hitf/
· Department of Health’s summary of its response to the Health Select Committee report:
Health Committee's report into the use of new medical technologies within the NHS

October 10 2005

The Government welcomes the Health Committee's report into the use of new medical technologies within the NHS.

Health Minister Jane Kennedy said: "We recognise the valuable contribution medical innovation can make to the quality of our health and social care services. We have already explored, jointly with the medical technology industry, as part of the Healthcare Industries Task Force agenda, how we could improve access to beneficial new products and technologies for patients and service users. We therefore welcomed this inquiry as an opportunity to explain to the Committee the progress we have made in implementing the Task Force's recommendations and to describe what other initiatives are underway to facilitate the uptake of new technology.

This is a multi-faceted programme of work to create the "technology pull" from our services to complement the "push" from industry. The Government continues to work with industry to help to harness its capacity for innovation, for the benefit of patients and service users. We see this as a crucial element of our wider agenda of health and social care reform, supporting services which can deliver better treatments more efficiently and conveniently for users."

Taken together, the range of measures introduced on procurement, technology assessment, the innovation pathway, financial flows, and training and education will be the trigger for change.

Procurement is changing so that purchasers will have authoritative guidance from the newly launched Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing (formerly the Device Evaluation Service) on the performance of new products and technologies, their benefits and value.

Purchasers will come together in regional Collaborative Procurement Hubs to make informed, collective decisions for a geographic health economy, supported by local specialists and clinicians.

Service providers will have access to the new NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement to help them deliver any necessary organisational or service change associated, for example, with the introduction of disruptive technology. They will be involved in the steps being taken to update competencies and give staff the right skills to work effectively and safely with new technologies.

The roll-out of initiatives such as Payment by Results and the National Programme for IT will facilitate the adoption of innovation and encourage the spread of telemedicine and remote patient monitoring.
