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New EU law restricting use of MRI scanners will seriously harm British patients and industry

The Association of British Healthcare Industries today lent its weight to a campaign to address dangerous new European Union safety rules restricting the use of MRI scanners, saying it will harm patients for no obvious reason.

The Association, which represents manufacturers of medical devices and equipment in the UK, said that the Physical Agents (electromagnetic fields) Directive, which limits workers' exposure to electromagnetic fields, will jeopardise scans for conditions, such as cancer, for which speedy detection and treatment are critical to saving the patient’s life.
The ABHI’s announcement adds voice to growing concern at the EU rules and has written to the Health Secretary in support of a recent call for a two-year delay in drafting legislation by a group of respected medical academics and professionals - the MRI pioneer Professor Ian Young, the Royal College of Radiologists and the Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine.  This will give time for research to be conducted, which will correct the very limited experimental data on which basis the EU made the rule.
John Wilkinson, Director General of the ABHI, said:

“This new EU rule could be fatal to thousands of sufferers of serious diseases like cancer. If the diseases are not detected in time it is often too late to treat them successfully.

“I would strongly urge a delay whilst actual evidence is provided which gives which leads to a resolution of this regulatory aberration or we could see the needless suffering and loss of life.”

ENDS

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.
