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ABHI hosts first healthcare trade mission to China

The start of 2005 will see the Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) host a trade mission to China for British firms for the first time.

The trade mission is being organised by the ABHI with the backing of UK Trade & Investment (UKT&I) - the Government’s body responsible for promoting exports and inward investment.

Six leading British companies will be attending the trade mission along with the ABHI and UKT&I. The products on display will range from surgical instruments, wound-care, electro-surgery, and consultancy services on infection control.

Amongst the companies attending is Meditech Systems Ltd, who specialise in electro-surgery accessories but also have lines in anaesthesia and respiratory products, including masks, nebulisers, tubing and circuits.

Also Femcare Ltd, will be exhibiting their Filshie Clip, which is a safe, simple to use and economical system for female sterilisation.

John Wilkinson, Director General of the ABHI, said:

“The UK healthcare industry is world renowned for supplying leading-edge medical technologies and equipment. There is considerable interest in British healthcare products in the Chinese market, which is why this trade mission has been arranged.

Lila Webley, International Manager at the ABHI, said:

“This trade mission is a great opportunity to form a strong working partnership with the Chinese market and demonstrate how China can benefit from the medical expertise British firms have to offer. We also hope to identify other areas of collaboration.”
- ends -

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.

· The UK organisations travelling to China are:

Advanced Medical Solutions

Advanced Medical Solutions, founded in 1991, is an advanced wound-care company specialising in moist wound healing dressings, mainly targeted at hospital use.  With their knowledge of natural and synthetic polymer technology, the company offers an extensive range of advanced dressings - based on the moist healing principal - in a variety of formats: alginates, hydrocolloids, films, foams and amorphous hydrogels.  The company seeks distributors in China to represent their ActivHealä line of advanced woundcare dressings.

BES Decon

B.E.S. Decon is a division of BES Rehab Ltd, specialising in infection control and decontamination for hospitals and the community.  They offer both an advisory and consultancy service on risk assessment, procedures and processes to minimise cross infection on the one hand and a marketing and distribution service for decontamination equipment on the other.  This latter equipment includes the AquaPhase range of equipment washers suitable for footwear, commodes, wheelchairs, beds etc. for the decontamination of hospital and community loan/rental equipment.

B & H Surgical

B & H Surgical Makers have been serving the surgical trade since 1948. During this time they have secured a reputation for both quality and innovation in a wide-range of instrumentation for use in many areas of surgery, developed by technicians at their manufacturing base in North London.

CAS Services

CAS Services Ltd is a leading supplier of advanced decision support software solutions.  Their clinical decision support software, known as CAS, has been deployed throughout the whole of NHS Direct in England and Wales, as well as NHS-24 in Scotland.  Over 58 million people now have 24-hour access to the largest triage system in the world.

Femcare

Femcare was established in 1982 to manufacture and market the Filshie Clip System for female surgical contraception. The Filshie Clip is the market leader for female sterilisation, being the safest product in the area, simple to use and economical. Since its formation, Femcare has established itself strongly in the global healthcare market for the manufacture of quality precision equipment for gynaecological and urological surgery.

Medictech Systems

Meditech is a well-established British-based manufacturer, which has emerged as the alternative in electro-surgery accessories.  Its comprehensive range covers all major makes of electro-surgery generators worldwide, and is designed to meet the high quality and safety standards of each market.  Meditech has now introduced a full range of anaesthesia and respiratory products, e.g. circuits, masks, nebulisers, tubing, etc.
UK T&I and Consulate Staff

UK Trade and Investment is the lead organisation within the government for helping UK-based companies develop and achieve their export potential. They provide a range of services including mentoring and advice on partnering and expanding into overseas markets, assisting with participation in overseas missions and exhibitions, market research, arranging meetings with prospective customers or partners, and helping with promotional activities, signposting and networking.

