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The Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF), led jointly by Health Minister Lord Warner and Sir Christopher O’Donnell, Chief Executive of Smith & Nephew, recommended that the Device Evaluation Service should become part of the NHS Purchasing and Supply Agency (NHS PASA). 

On 1 September 2005, therefore, the Device Evaluation Service transfers from the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) to NHS PASA and will be known as the Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing. 

The NHS PASA Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing will underpin procurement decisions and support the uptake of useful, safe, innovative products and related procedures in health and social care. Currently, the service is being re-designed to ensure it meets the requirements of HITF, the needs of purchasers throughout health and social care and it is a useful mechanism for companies marketing promising new medical products and technologies. 
During the re-design process, the NHS PASA Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing will continue to publish independent comparative evaluation reports to inform purchasing decisions.  Publications will be available on the NHS PASA website (www.pasa.nhs.uk/cep). 
Professor Kent Woods, Chief Executive of MHRA, said: 

"The Healthcare Industries Task Force recognised the important contributions which the Device Evaluation Service has made to the NHS over many years.  Its move to NHS PASA as the Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing will enhance its ability to support purchasers throughout the NHS by providing rigorous, independent evaluations."

Duncan Eaton, Chief Executive of NHS PASA, said:

”We welcome the specialist staff from MHRA to NHS PASA and look forward to developing the Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing as a resource for all NHS and Social Care buyers.”


Notes to editors

1. The Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF) report was published in November 2004 and is available on the Department of Health website at www.advisorybodies.doh.gov.uk/hitf and can also be accessed via the website of the Association of British Healthcare Industries www.abhi.org.uk.


2. HITF was a joint initiative between Government and the UK-based healthcare industries.  It was set up to help bring innovative medical devices and procedures to the market to benefit patients and the NHS, and to stimulate investment from the industry in the UK economy. HITF concluded that objective evaluation of products is pivotal to these aims. To do this more effectively, HITF recommended that the Device Evaluation Service (DES) should transfer from Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) to the NHS Purchasing and Supply Agency (NHS PASA) and a target date of 1 April 2005 was set. Management responsibility for DES transferred to NHS PASA on that date. Following public consultation, and the necessary amendments to legislation, the formal financial transfer can occur from 1 September 2005. 

NHS PASA is the government agency responsible for ensuring the NHS makes the most effective use of its resources by getting value for money and maximising patient benefit when purchasing goods and services. 

3. 
MHRA is the government agency responsible for ensuring that medicines and medical devices work and are acceptably safe. 

4. 
Contact details for the NHS PASA Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing are:

Centre for Evidence-based Purchasing

Room 152C Skipton House

80 London Road

London

SE1 6HL
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020 7972 6080
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020 7972 5795
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cep@pasa.nhs.uk


www.pasa.nhs.uk/cep
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