[image: image1.jpg]abhi



NEWS RELEASE

Date:

Monday 10 January 2005
Embargo:
Immediate

Contacts: 
Rory Carroll - 020 7787 3067 or 07710 274 285

rory.carroll@abhi.org.uk

UK firms out in force for Arab Health

· Second largest delegation and record number of first time exhibitors to visit Dubai trade fair

Some of the UK’s leading edge healthcare innovations will be on show at this year’s Arab Health trade fair in Dubai between 12-15 February 2005.

There are approaching 80 companies from across the UK medical device technology industry taking part in the Middle East’s main annual healthcare event. This means that Britain has the second largest delegation from any country at Arab Health. More than 20 of these are first-time exhibitors, who are expanding their businesses on the international stage.

The UK Pavilion, where most British firms are to be based will be in Hall Six. The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) arranges the UK Pavilion. Some UK companies will be located in the sector specific halls, hence dentistry equipment will be in Hall Eight and laboratory related goods can be found in Hall One.

UK Trade & Investment (UKTI), the government organisation that helps connect overseas markets to UK companies will be facilitating tours of the British stands for buyers from a number of countries in the Middle East, including Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Dubai.

There is expected to be a wide range of medical devices on display in the UK Pavilion. These include the areas of diagnostics, anaesthesiatism, surgical tools, sterilisation, wound care, medical training and hospital furniture.

In addition to medical products, the trust that runs renowned British hospital Guys & St Thomas are exhibiting to offer consulting on issues to do with modern hospital management.

Lila Webley, International Manager of the ABHI said,

‘UK companies are keen to collaborate with companies in the middle east and Arab Health is an ideal meeting place to do this. Visitors to the show should visit the UK pavilion, predominantly positioned in Hall Six, to see leading edge technology - the ABHI can be found at stand no. 6823.’

Ends

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.
· For more information on the UK Pavilion at next February’s Arab Health, contact the International Department of the ABHI on 020 7787 3060.
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