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UK’s medical technology industry

has hit £3bn exports
· 50% increase on previous estimate.

· Strong larger manufacturers export upwards of 80% of their output.
The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) will today announce that the British medical devices now account for £3billion of export earnings - a 50% increase on any previous estimate.

In addition, many of the industry’s larger manufacturers will be exporting in excess of 80% of their output as these manufacturing operations are global, or at least, regional, sources of products.

The striking figures have been produced as a result of the first ever scientific analysis of the medical devices industry. The study was carried out by the DTI as part of the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF), which has been set up by Government and the medical technology industry to speed up the slow adoption rate of life-saving innovations in the UK and facilitate the development of new ones.

Geoff Morris, Chairman of the ABHI, said:

“These are the most compelling figures produced and demonstrate how Britain has developed an impressive global medical devices industry more than any other evidence.

“Although the export market is huge and potentially highly profitable for the UK, industry should also focus on the sizable £6billion domestic market, of which two thirds are made up of imported products. As the UK produces much of the world’s cutting edge medical technology, the British people should also benefit from those innovations.

“A united industry of British healthcare which markets itself systematically and engages sensibly with Government and health professionals is the key to addressing this, which will ensure the market continues to go from strength to strength.”
- ends -
Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.

