[image: image1.jpg]abhi



NEWS RELEASE

Date:

Tuesday 29 November 2005
Embargo:
Immediate

Contacts: 
Rory Carroll 020 7787 3067 or 07710 274 285

Or rory.carroll@abhi.org.uk

ABHI supports B2B Compliance

The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) has announced that it is supporting the industry-led WEEE compliance scheme B2B Compliance.

The ABHI decision to endorse B2B Compliance to its members follows a series of meetings between both organisations and the mutual recognition that the medical supplies sector requires a specialist approach, which cannot be delivered by schemes focused on household products.

Mike Kreuzer OBE, of ABHI, stated “the general focus of the debate has been on household-derived WEEE but there are also enormous challenges for the medical supplies sector.  We are convinced that the strategic approach taken by B2B Compliance, in its approach to the WEEE legislation and its understanding of our members’ prime customer base, will deliver the best value solution to the sector and are strongly recommending to our members that they support this initiative ”.

David Burton of B2B Compliance responded by saying “with over 100 members we are already the largest scheme in the UK and, irrefutably, the WEEE compliance scheme for the non-household sector. We are convinced that a collective approach will achieve best value and we have the skills and expertise, as well as the operational infrastructure, in place for the sector to meet the requirements of the WEEE regulations. We are delighted that ABHI is supporting the project and look forward to the Association playing a key role in the development of solutions to the medical sector”.

B2B Compliance was established following extensive consultation with industry, together with DEFRA and DTI, and will be registering as a compliance scheme primarily focused on Producers of business products. The scheme will take over many of the obligations of its individual company members in complying with WEEE legislation.

ABHI will be hosting a B2B Compliance seminar for its members in January – this can be booked through www.b2bcompliance.org.uk 

- ENDS -

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical devices and systems industry (manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables and other suppliers to the medical community.  For further details contact 0207 787 3060 or visit www.abhi.org.uk
· B2B Compliance is a not-for-profit initiative of the trade association GAMBICA. For further details contact www.b2bcompliance.org.uk   Tel: 01691 676 124. 

