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ABHI New Director-General takes the reins

ABHI executive and Council are pleased to announce the appointment of John B Wilkinson as the new Director-General of ABHI.  John brings to his position 25 years of industry experience having worked for both major international device manufacturers and high- technology start-ups. Under John’s leadership, the key goals for ABHI this year will be to:

· Increase the uptake of medical technologies in the UK market to the benefit of patients. 

· Increase the level of sector industrial activity in the UK by effective lobbying to improve the research and development and investment environment.

· Raise the level of awareness of the contribution of the medical technology and services industry to the well being of both the population and the economy.
Speaking on his new appointment John B Wilkinson said: 
"I feel very privileged to be joining the Association at such an exciting time of opportunity for the industry. With the HITF (Healthcare Industries Task Force) initiative we have the chance to shape the prospects for the industry for many years to come. Success will translate into a stronger industry by improving health-care delivery for the patient in the NHS and lay a platform for growth in exports and sector jobs in the UK. "
Of his appointment Geoff Morris, Chairman of ABHI said:

“Under Gordon Aylward’s professional guidance, ABHI have gone from strength to strength over the past seven years culminating in a government sponsorship initiative which sees the medical devices industry in the UK working in partnership with government, increasing the value of our industry’s products and services.  Although ABHI were saddened by Gordon’s decision to retire we are extremely fortunate with the appointment of such an experienced industry professional as John Wilkinson.”

Notes for Editors

· The Association of British Health-Care Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community.

· The ABHI represents approx. 225 member companies with a total domestic turnover of over £3 billion representing approx. 80% of the industry output. The membership currently includes six Special Interest Sections and five sectoral trade associations, the latter in turn have a further 400 member companies.

· Member list: www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.

For further information contact:
Aoife Kilkenny on +44 (0) 20 7787 3068 or e-mail: aoife.kilkenny@abhi.org.uk
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