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Success for UK firms at world’s biggest health trade show as Minister attends MEDICA for first time

Over 250 British companies exhibited at this year’s Medica – the world’s largest medical technology trade fair, held each year in Düsseldorf.

The UK medical device industry is already held in the highest regard but its standing was strengthened as Health Minister Lord Warner visited the mammoth exhibition this year for the first time.

In addition, a team of 11 Commercial Officers from British Embassies around the world, who met with exhibitors to discuss UK trade into their countries’ healthcare markets, including Germany, China, Japan, France, India and the United States.

These additional initiatives were organised by the Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) with the backing of UK Trade & Investment - the Government’s body responsible for promoting exports and inward investment.

John Wilkinson, Director General of the ABHI, said:

“Medica has been very successful for British companies. They particularly welcomed the visit by the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Health Lord Warner, who spent the best part of a day talking to exhibitors and their representatives.

“Bringing together the government's efforts to facilitate improved trade and development is an extremely important part of the export strategy and Medica provided a perfect forum for commercial officers from British Embassies around the world to meet with exhibitors to talk about issues particular to their markets.”
Lila Webley, International Manager at the ABHI, said:

“The ABHI’s pavilion of 73 exhibitors was a great success bringing together a vast 

array of all expertise in the medical device sector. Exhibitors found the quality of visitors impressive, including the services delivered by the Commercial Officers and Franny Ameri, the Procurement Advisor from the World Health Organisation (WHO).
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Caption for photo:
Health Minister Lord Warner (left) meets ABHI Director General John Wilkinson (right)

Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.
· The MEDICA trade fair is the magnet for the medical sector.  The event is held annually in Düsseldorf and runs for four days.
· Dates for the next MEDICA event in Düsseldorf: 16 – 19 November 2005. Current information can be found on the Internet at: http://www.medica.de
