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ABHI launch campaign to invest in life saving

Medical technology at Labour Conference

· Fringe event sees how miracle treatment delivers Rachel a new life but warns that under-investment threatens health of patients in future

BRIGHTON –– 27 Sept. 2004 –– The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) are launching a campaign to switch the Government’s health priorities to invest in life-saving medical equipment in line with other countries like Germany, France and the US at the Labour Conference this Monday 27 September (12:30-14:00, Boardroom, Old Ship Hotel, Brighton).

The UK’s leading trade association for manufacturers of medical technology and equipment will call on the Government to encourage engagement with industry to drive innovations in order for doctors and nurses to deliver better care to patients – and make massive long-term savings.

The UK spends well below the European average on medical technology according to recent OECD Health Data. France, Spain and Portugal all invest more on medical technologies than the UK. Germany meanwhile spends double the UK with 8.6% of their healthcare budget ploughed into new technologies compared to the UK’s 4.8%.

The ABHI will argue that investment in medical technology not only results in better treatment for patients but potentially huge savings for the NHS. For example, studies in the US have found that such investment which, would reduce just 1% of heart disease cases, would be worth a saving of $500 billion.

The audience at the fringe event will hear three astonishing accounts from patients themselves of how new medical innovations gave them a new life. The ABHI will call for all patients to have access to these treatments rather than a select few.

Rachel Uzzell, 35, will describe how doctors told her she must have a hysterectomy to treat a fibroid and therefore could have no children – a situation the vast majority of British women in Rachel’s condition face.

Rachel was lucky enough to have the revolutionary treatment Uterine Fibroid Embolisation (UFE) and now has a fifteen-month old son, Josh. The ABHI will point out that as well as saving Rachel’s fertility the newer treatment is actually cheaper. Whereas the UFE procedure costs £1,914, a hysterectomy actually costs the NHS approximately £2,339.

John Wilkinson Director General of the ABHI said:

"We appreciate the extra money the Government is now investing in health.  The problem is that far too little is going into the new generation of life-saving medical equipment.
        "This means that lives that could be saved and illnesses that could be cured continue to destroy many people's lives needlessly.

        "That is not only a human tragedy - it actually costs the taxpayer a lot more money in the longer term.
        "For example, the cost of a hysterectomy is not just more in terms of ending a woman’s chances of becoming a mother. The hysterectomy procedure costs the NHS roughly £2,339 compared to the £1,914 for UFE treatment which enables the woman to continue to have children."

The event also features an account from Mr and Mrs Olliver whose children Jessie, two, and Lilly, three, were born deaf but through cochlear implants can now hear after a long battle with the NHS. By contrast, Owen Kelly-Smith’s daughter, Nadia, also born deaf, was refused treatment and faced a life without hearing - another victim of the postcode lottery. Now seven, Nadia can also hear thanks to the cochlear implant technology and her father’s determination to raise funds for her, however, not all children can be so lucky.

Mike Robins will also tell his astonishing story which required him to be awake for his operation whilst surgeons drilled five implants into his brain – resulting in him beating the symptoms of Parkinson’s Disease. However eight years after Mr Robin’s life-changing surgery, the NHS has still not completed clinical tests, leaving the 120,000 of Parkinson’s sufferers in the UK without the revolutionary technology.

The ABHI is currently working with the Department of Health on the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF). HITF is a major study to provide detailed practical evidence of the human and cost-saving benefits of switching the nation's health spending priorities from building bureaucracies to building new medical equipment that saves and transforms the lives of many more people such as Rachel Uzzell, Jessie and Lilly Olliver and Mike Robins. It is due to be launched later this year.
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· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community.

· The ABHI represents approx. 225 member companies with a total domestic turnover of over £3 billion representing approx. 80% of the industry output. The membership currently includes six Special Interest Sections and five sectoral trade associations, the latter in turn have a further 400 member companies.

· www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1. Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2. Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.

· For more information on HITF visit: http://www.advisorybodies.doh.gov.uk/hitf/ or contact the ABHI
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