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'Protect the public from one of Britain's biggest killers'
Campaigners urge Government to make stations, stadiums and shopping centres 'heart safe',
as defibrillators are installed for the first time at Labour Conference 
BRIGHTON –– 27 Sept. 2004 –– Delegates and participants at this year’s Labour Party Conference can take heart that for the first time ever life cardiac resuscitation therapy will be on hand should the need arise.

Life-saving defibrillators, external medical devices designed to deliver therapeutic shocks of electricity to the hearts of people who suffer cardiac arrest in order to restore a normal rhythm and avert death can be found at the conference’s official Health Hotel, at the Old Ship. Trained staff will be onsite in case the defibrillators need to be used and they are offering cardiac resuscitation training to conference delegates.

 “AEDs are easy to use, which means that anyone can save a life,” said Julie Davies, a nurse who trains people to use these simple devices.   

Sudden cardiac arrest can strike any one at any time – usually without warning. Approximately 90,000 people in the UK die from sudden cardiac arrest every year. Early defibrillation –– ideally within 3 to 5 minutes of cardiac arrest –– represents the best and only chance of survival.

Sudden Cardiac Arrest survivor, Gary Humphries from Wales says:

"My father died of a massive coronary at 46 and it is frightening how close I came to suffering the same fate. I was so lucky to be in the right place at the right time - if it hadn’t been for the defibrillator I wouldn’t be here today.  I was playing squash in Hawthorn Leisure Centre in Pontpridd, which is not my local gym. If I had been at my local centre, I most certainly would not be here today because at that time they did not have any defibrillators on site.

Now I'm campaigning to get more of these fitted and by the end of this year there'll be one in every sports centre in the Caerphilly borough.  I'm going to continue campaigning to get them put in right across Wales."

According to the British Heart Foundation:

· Seven out of 10 cardiac arrests occur outside of hospital and currently in the UK only 2–3 per cent of these people survive. When someone suffers a cardiac arrest, their chances of survival drop by up to 10 per cent for every minute that passes, so a speedy response is crucial.

· Performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) can double a person's chances of survival, and having a defibrillator close to hand can further increase their chances by more than a third. 

· Around 270,000 people suffer a heart attack in the UK each year, about a third of whom die before reaching hospital due to cardiac arrest. A cardiac arrest most often occurs as a result of a heart attack, when the heart is starved of oxygen.

The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) will hold a fringe event at the Health Hotel on Monday 27 September from 12:30–14:00 pm in the boardroom at the Old Ship Hotel. Entitled  “How Medical Technology Changed My Life” the event will feature testimonials from people who have benefited from medical technology.

– Ends –

Notes for Editors

· Interviews with people involved in public access defibrillation schemes and survivors of sudden cardiac arrest, as well as photography of defibrillators and related images, are available.

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community.

· The ABHI represents approx. 225 member companies with a total domestic turnover of over £3 billion representing approx. 80% of the industry output. The membership currently includes six Special Interest Sections and five sectoral trade associations, the latter in turn have a further 400 member companies.

· www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.

· Medtronic Ltd, based in Watford, provided the Health Hotel with LIFEPAK automatic external defibrillators (AEDs). In addition to providing trained staff to use the defibrillators in the event of an emergency, the company is also providing delegates with training on how to use them in their communities to save a life.

· The Health Hotel is a unique arrangement coordinating the activities of 27 health-related organisations at the 2004 party conferences. Supported by the Health Foundation, the Health Hotel aims to maximise the impact of key health issues before the General Election. More information available from www.healthhotel.org.uk 
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