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Medical technology industry welcomes select committee inquiry to patient access to new treatments in the NHS

The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) today welcomed the announcement of the forthcoming inquiry by the Health Committee into the take up of new technologies within the NHS.

The inquiry follows the recent publication of the Healthcare Industries Task Force report (HITF), led by co-chairs Lord Warner and CEO of Smith & Nephew Sir Christopher O’Donnell. HITF specifically highlighted the slow adoption rate of new technologies in the UK therefore the inquiry’s terms of reference, which include speed of, and barriers to, the introduction on new technologies, seem particularly relevant and come at an opportune time.

John Wilkinson, Director General of the ABHI, said:

“This commitment by the health select committee to UK patients is commendable. The major benefits of medical device technologies are all too often underestimated.

“I very much hope the forthcoming inquiry takes a full account of the massive potential of better patient care and possible cost savings that exist through the proper encouragement of developing new medical innovations and faster adoption rates by the NHS.”
- ends -
Notes to editors

· The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community. www.abhi.org.uk
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups.
