[image: image1.png]ABHI

Association of British Health-Care Industries




MEDIA RELEASE [image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]
For immediate publication
Issued: 25 February 2004
_____________________________________________________________________

Design for Patient Safety - Response from ABHI
The Association of British Healthcare Industries (ABHI) welcomes this report on Design for Patient Safety and its recognition of the importance of good design in the delivery of safe and reliable patient care. An outstanding feature of the report is the stress it places on the need for safety to be considered in broad system terms, that is throughout the NHS at all levels and, not just in the design of individual healthcare products, i.e: an integrated system. 
ABHI welcomes the recommendation of the report for a systematic review of clinical practice with regard to safe working practices throughout the NHS and its reinforcement through effective audits.
In general, ABHI believes that the industry will be able to deliver better designs for safety if there is more of a partnership approach to improving the relevant healthcare systems. It is also essential that the NHS rewards good design in the market place: in the past, decisions on products and equipment have too often been driven predominantly by a focus on lowest immediate cost.
The report makes a number of proposals for improvements. Some of these could involve either setting new standards, or ensuring that existing standards are adapted to deliver improved approaches to patient safety. ABHI strongly recommends that the approach is achieved as far as possible through the systematic improvement of existing international standards.
The experience of industry in development of standards in support of the several Medical Device Directives is that these can only be developed effectively when there is a strong culture of collaboration between all the stakeholders. ABHI will seek to establish such a culture of partnership and collaboration with the NHS in implementing these recommendations, and especially, in extending them on an international basis.
Notes for Editors
· The Association of British Health-Care Industries (ABHI) is the lead trade association for the medical systems industry. This sector comprises not only manufacturers of medical devices, equipment and consumables, but also service companies, distributors, professional groups (such as architects and lawyers), and other suppliers to the medical community. 

· The ABHI represents approx. 200 member companies with a total domestic turnover of over £3 billion representing approx. 80% of the industry output. The membership currently includes six Special Interest Sections and five sectoral trade associations, the latter in turn have a further 400 member companies. 

· Member list: www.abhi.org.uk 
· The role of the Association is to:
1.Advance and promote medical systems (devices, equipment, technologies and services) within the UK and globally. 
2.Provide a forum for policy discussion with the industry's customers, legislators, public bodies and interested groups. 

For further information contact:
Aoife Kilkenny on +44 (0) 20 7787 3068 or e-mail: aoife.kilkenny@abhi.org.uk 
